BOLT locks for motorized and towable vehicles
Feature story
KEEP TRAILERS, CAMPING EQUIPMENT, ELECTRONICS
  SAFE AT THE CAMPSITE WITH BOLT LOCKS

Camping is making a strong comeback in the U.S., after soaring gas prices of the past few years put a damper on road trips across the country. But for those considering hitting the road to commune with nature, keeping security in mind can help ensure the trip creates fond memories, not regrets over stolen goods.

According to the Recreation Vehicle Industry Association’s 2011 RV Consumer Demographic Profile, RV ownership is at a new high with 8.9 million U.S. households reporting they own RVs, up from 7.9 million in 2005. The report, conducted for the RVIA by Dr. Richard Curtin, RV industry analyst and director of consumer surveys at the University of Michigan, found that in in 2011, 42.5 million Americans went camping, up  from 39.9 million in 2010. 
But for many Americans this cost-effective get-away has evolved into a “glamorous camping” experience that’s worlds apart from traditional camping with its bug spray, S’mores and campfires. Known as “glamping,” America’s move toward camping with amenities has become so popular it was named one of the Travel Channel’s “Five Hottest Trends in Girl Getaways.”
According to the 2012 American Camper Report, commissioned by KOA, the Outdoor Foundation and Coleman, “glamping” is on the rise, in part, because many camping facilities today offer indoor bathrooms, washers and driers, Wi-Fi, heated pools, zip lines, golf carts and a full palette of family activities. It follows that in today’s digital world, this kind of camping also often includes costly, and personal, laptops, tablets, cell phones, flat screen TVs and high-end stereo equipment. Add kayaks, canoes, bicycles and scooters and a campsite can become fertile ground for thieves.
According to the National Parks Services official crime statistics, the number of Part I offenses in 2012, which include robberies, motor vehicle thefts, arsons and aggravated assaults, reached 3,657, representing an increase of more than 700 cases from 2011.
To ensure expensive electronics, sporting goods and camping gear are protected, many parks advise campers to secure all valuables when away from their campsites, by either locking them in a camper or vehicle. To that end, savvy campers are packing heavy-duty locks along with their gear, and securing their vehicles and campers from the moment they hit the road. 
 STRATTEC® Security Corporation’s BOLT® series of locks offer added security and convenience for many camping applications. BOLT locks all feature a six-plate tumbler sidebar design that makes them inherently resistant to picking and bumping.  And because they’re made with automotive-grade materials, which can withstand the extreme climates indicative of outdoor recreation, BOLT locks are ideal for saltwater coastal areas where corrosion is a factor. They are also made to withstand wet freezing and airborne dust, making them well-suited for cold weather, storm conditions and desert areas often chosen for extreme outdoor activities. 
What sets these heavy-duty locks apart, however, is BOLT’s innovative Breakthrough One-Key Lock Technology, which permanently programs the lock to the vehicle’s ignition key. 
“BOLT locks not only help secure camping gear, trailers and other equipment, this patented technology can help streamline the entire vacation by enabling users to program the same key for a number of BOLT locks for a variety of applications,” said BOLT Lock Sales Account Manager Jason Buckles.
For campers, the starting point should be securing the hitch, for which BOLT designed the receiver lock. Featuring a solid zinc core, an automotive-grade cylinder, a stainless steel pin and lock shutter, BOLT’s receiver lock has an auto-return spring that automatically locks when the key is removed. And, like all BOLT locks, the receiver lock can be programmed to the ignition key on a variety of vehicle makes.

Many trailers and campers these days include rear-mounted spares, which also can be secured using BOLT spare-tire locks, which are available for Jeep, Dodge and Ram. Constructed with durable steel, BOLT’s spare tire locks are manufactured with an electroless nickel-plated carbon steel pin or and shaft assembly for strength and durability.
Among campers’ top 10 activities, the American Camper Report lists canoeing, mountain biking, photography and kayaking. To secure these high-cost items, as well as doors and storage areas, BOLT makes padlocks and cable locks.  Made from six-foot by 1/4-inch coiled cable BOLT cable locks are coated in black vinyl and coil-spring for compact storage.
BOLT padlocks, designed for any type of hardware that accepts a padlock, have achieved the ASTM's top corrosion resistance rating. Featuring a spring-loaded, chrome-plated 5/16” diameter hardened steel shackle inside a crush-resistant body shell, BOLT padlocks help amp up security at the campsite.

When considering the high costs of camping gear and recreational equipment, it makes good sense that families who secure their vehicles and valuables are more likely to enjoy a vacation they can remember for years to come than those who leave security up to chance.
About BOLT (Breakthrough One-Key Lock Technology)


BOLT locks come with a limited lifetime warranty. Find a BOLT retailer by using the zip code finder at www.boltlock.com/retail-finder. BOLT locks are also available at 4-Wheel Parts stores, O’Reilly’s, NAPA and SummitRacing.com. For more information, visit www.boltlock.com or call 844.972.7547. Follow BOLT: Facebook.com/BOLTLock, Instagram: @BOLTLock or Twitter: @BOLTLock.
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