Henry Shane

From: pete@petevicari.com <pgvicari@yahoo.com>

Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2014 3:21 PM

To: Henry Shane

Subject: Fw: Plainsman: official Chrysler Engineering Division 260 C.I. Plainsman
Attachments: Scan0049. pdf

Peter G. Vicari

Pete Vicari General Contractor, LLC

Vicari Auction Company, LLC
1900 Destrehan Ave./ Harvey, LA 70058
Office: (504) 347-1196 ext.3564 / Cell:(504) 329-6098
Fax: (504) 347-1522 / emall: pete@petevicari.com

On Wednesday, September 10, 2014 1:37 PM, Ed Jasinski <ed5000@earthlink.net> wrote:

Pete,
It is fair to speculate that this log may reference the return of the car from Italy before an engine

upgrade at Corporate.

We do know many changes were made at Corporate upon its return from Ghia. But given the
inconvenience of that engine change-out scenario so late in the game, it would make better sense to
suppose that Corporate delivered an alternate engine to Ghia during the build process; if it was changed

at all.

But that intentional display of dual exhaust means something. It means power at the very least. And
the engine was heralded as “Special Chrysler Corporation V-8”: Unique. And one could certainly
understand why they shunned labeling it Fury related. That was another campaign all together.

[ tried to get closer to this question of engine appointment with the Parrish grandson. Perhaps through
maintenance receipts it would be revealed. But I didn’t make any headway. Perhaps now that Dixon is
aboard new insight will develop. I would like to know as well.

Ed
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Chrysler Power Legends

Debuting publicly at the Chicago
Automobile Show in January of 19586,
this concept vehicle continued the cor-
poration's “Flight Sweep” styling theme.
Based on a wheelbase of 115", this two
door, eight passenger wagon featured
concepts that were to become accepted
as commonplace throughout the industry
for years to come. Notahle styling fea-

tures included the use of metallic “Palo-
mino Beige" paint, a padded white vinyl
roof, gold accented exterior badges, a
split front grille, and hooded headlights.

The interior trim consisted of a highly
specialized package of natural cured
brown and white calfhide upholstery,
with leather trim on seat bolsters, arm
rests and the headliner above the cock-
pit areas. The front seats were individ-

by William Mark Senefsky

ually adjustable, and the doors featured
European pull straps. The passenger
areas were climate controlled with a com-
bination of fresh air and separate heater
ducts, to allow passage of the circulated
flow to occupants.

Engineering ideas included a self-
enclosed spare tire compartment, con-
cealed in the right rear fender. When
opened it revealed a specialty jack setup
to lower the spare and lift the original into
the storage area. Another was the fuel
filler pipe concealed behind the left rear
taillight. It functioned by pushing the lens
for access, slightly further for release and
relock. The observation third seat was
mounted facing the rear and was elec-
trically operated. It had the capacity to be
slowly lowered beneath the rear floor for
storage. The tailgate, tailgate window,
and safety access rear steps were also
powered electrically.

Other features included power steer-
ing, power brakes, Powerflite automatic
transmission, and an aircraft designed
modular instrument panel. The vehicle
was powered by a special Chrysler 303
cubic inch V-8 with dual exhausts.

Although the concept as a whole did
not reach production, the majority of its
specialized features did. These again
reinforced the corporation’s lead in
engineering.

CHRYSLER POWER
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PLANT AND DRIVE TRAIN

Engine Data
Car Name Piston | Comp. Rated H.P.| _rane- || Page
Type Bore Stroke Displ. Ratio Carb. @ RPM misgion No,
Thunderbolt 8-L 3-1/4 | 4-7/8 323.5 6.8 1-2B | 143/3600 |Fluid-Drive 6
Newport 8-1L 3-1/4 | 4-7/8 323.5 6.8 1-2B | 143/3600 |Fluid-Drive 7
Plymouth XX-500 6-L 3-1/4 | 4-3/8 | 2i7.8 7.0 1-1B 97/3600 | 3-Speed Man.) 8
Chrysler K-310 V8-0HV |3-13/16| 3-5/8 331.1 7.5 1-2B | 180/4000 |Fluid-Torque 9
Chrysler C-200 V8-OHV |3-13/16| 3-5/8 | 331.1 7.5 1-2B | 180/4000 |Fluid-Torquelf 10
Chrysler Special V8-0OHV |3-13/16| 3-5/8 331.1 7.5 1-2B | 180/4000 |Fluid-Torque| 11
Chrysler Spec, (Mod.)|V8-OHV |3-13/16| 3-5/8 331.1 7.5 1-2B | 180/4000 |PowerF lite 12
Chrysler G§-1 V8-0OHV |3-13/16| 3-5/8 331.1 i 1-2B | 180/4000 |PowerF lite 13
De Soto Adventurer [ |V8=-OHV 3-5/8 |3-11/32 | 276,1 7.5 1-2B | 170/4400 [Fluid-Torque| 14
Chrysler D'Elegance |V8-OHV |3 -13/16| 3-5/8 331.1 7.5 1-2B | 180/4000 |Fluid-Torquej 15
Plymouth Belmont V8-OHV | 3-7/16| 3-1/4 241.3 7.9 1-1B | 150/4400 |Hy-Drive 16
Plymouth Explorer 6-L 3-1/4 | 4-5/8 | 230.2 7.25 | 1-1B | 110/3600 |Hy-Drive 17
Firearrow Roadster (1) Body Mock-up Only 18
Firearrow Roadster (2)|V8-OHV | 3-7/16 | 3-1/4 | 241.3 | 7.5 1-2B | 150/4400 |PowerF lite 19
Firearrow Coupe V8-0OHV | 3-7/16 | 3-1/4 241,3 7.3 1-2B | 150/4400 |PowerF lite 20
Firearrow Convertible |V8-OHV | 3-7/16 | 3-1/4 241.3 7.5 1-2B | 150/4400 |PowerF lite 21
De Soto Adventurer II |V8-OHV | 3-5/8 |3-11/32 | 276.1 7 1-2B | 170/4400 |PowerFlite 22
Falcon V8-OHV 3-5/8 |3-11/32 | 276.1 745 1-2B | 170/4400 |PowerF lite 23
Flight-Sweep 1 V8-0HV 3-5/8 |3-11/32 | 276.1 7.5 1-2B | 170/4400 |PowerFlite 24
Flight-Sweep II V8-OHV | 3-5/8 |3-11/32 | 276.1 | 7.5 1-2B | 170/4400 |PowerFlite 25
Plainsman V8-OHV | 3.563 3.25 260.0 7.6 1-2B | 167/4400 |PowerFlite 26
Norseman V&-OHV [3-13/16| 3-5/8 331.1 Hiaid 1-4B | 235/4400 |PowerFlite 27
Dart V8-0HV 4.0 3.9 392,0 9.25 2-4B | 375/5200 |TorqueFlite 28
Plymouth Cabana Body Mock-up Only - 29
Imperial D'Elegance Body Mock-up Only 30
De Soto Cella 1 - 3/8 Scale Maodel Only - Proposed for Fuel Cell Power a1
Plymouth XNR 6-0HV 3.4 3.125 170.0 8.5 1-1B | 101/4400 |[3-Speed Man,| 32
Dodge FliteWing V3-OHV 4.25 | 3.38 383.,0 |10.0 2-4B | 330/4800 |TorqueF lite 33
TurboF lite - Chrysler CR2A Gas Turbine - 140/39000 T&gﬁfﬂf 34
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BODY AND DIMENSIONS

Year | Over-all Dimensions |yq o0 | e Page
Car Name Body Style [ntro- base Size No,
duction || ength | Width |Height
Thundexrbolt Retr. H.T. 1940 N.A. | N.A. | N.A, | 127,5 | 7.00 x 15 6
Newpor't: Phaeton 1940 N.A, | NJA, | NLA, | 145,5 | 7,50 x 15 i
Plymouth XX-500 4-Dr. Sedan 1950 N.A, | N.A. [ NLA, | 118,5 | 6,70 x 15 8
Chrysler K-310 2-Dr,Hardtop| 1951 220,5| 76,0 | 59,0 | 125.5 | 8,00 x 17 9
Chrysler C-200 Convertible 1952 220.5| 79.3 | 58,0 | 125.5 | 8.00x17 | 10
Chrysler Special Sport Coupe 1952 214,00 72,5 | 55,0 | 119,0 | 7,00x 16 | 11
Chrysler Spec. (Mod.) | Sport Coupe 1953 204,0| 75.3 | 57.5 125.5 | 8,20x 15 | 12
Chrysler G5-1 Sport Coupe 1953 204,01 73.3 57.5 125.5 | 8,20x15 | 13
De Soto Adventurer | | Sport Coupe 1953 189.8| 67.0 | 53.5 111.0 | 6,70x 16 || 14
Chrysler D'Elegance |Sport Coupe 1953 204.5| 74.0 | 54.5 115,0 | 7.60 x 17 || 15
Plymouth Belmont Roadster 1954 191.5| 73.3 | 49.3 | 114.0 | 6.70x 15 || 16
Plymouth Explorer Sport Coupe 1954 185.2 | 76.9 | 54.5 | 114.0 | 7,10x 15 || 17
Dodge Firearrow Roadster (1) 1953 188.8| 75.5 | 46.3 115.0 | 7,10x 15 || 18
Dodge Firearrow Roadster (2) 1954 194.0| 76.3 | 50.9 | 119.0| 7.10x 15| 19
Dodge Firearrow Sport Coupe 1954 190.6| 76.5 | 55.0 | 119.,0| 7.10x15 || 20
Dodge Firearrow Convertible 1954 189.6| 75.8 54,9 119,0 | 7,10 x 15 || 21
De Soto Adventurer Il | Sport Coupe 1954 214.,3| 77.9 | 55.5 | 125.5 | 7.60x15 | 22
Falcon Roadster 1955 182,01 68.3 | 51.2 | 105,0 | 7.60x 15 || 23
Flight-Sweep I Convertible 1955 207.0| 70,4 | 53,5 | 120,0 | 7.10x 15 || 24
Flight-Sweep II 2-Dr.Hardtop | 1955 207.0| 70.4 | 53.5 | 120,0 | 7.10x 15 || 25
Plainsman Station Wagon | 1956 208,0 | 79.4 | 60.2 | 115.0 | 7.10x 15 | 26
Norseman 2-Dr . Hardtop | 1956 227.5| 82,0 | 56.0 | 129.0 | 8.,20x15 | 27
Dart Retr. H.T. 1957 223,0( 80,0 | 54,0 | 129.,0|8,00x15 | 28
Plymouth Cabana Station Wagon | 1958 215,81 80,0 | 55.9 | 124.0 | 8,00 x 14 || 29
Imperial D'Elegance |4-Dr.Hardtop| 1958 228.0| 79.3 |52.3 | 129,01 9.50x14 || 30
De Soto Cella [ Hardtop 1959 - 3/8 Scale Model - Dimensions N, A, 31
Plymouth XNR Roadster 1960 | 195.2] 71,0 | 46.0 [ 106.5 [ 8.00x 14 || 32
Dodge FliteWing 2-Dr .Hardtop | 1961 215.6 77.9 | 52.8 118,0 | 8,50 x 14 || 33
Turbollite 2-Dr.Hardtop | 1961 218.0] 75.4 52.1 118.0 | 8.00 x 14 | 34




1956 Chrysler GHIA Plainsman Concept Station Wagon

Imperial Home Page -= Imperials by Year -> 1956 -= Chrysler GHIA Plainsman Concept Station Wagon

From Ebay 2010:

* VIN: 9999760 + Exterior color: Tan

+ Mileage: 50,354 miles + Transmission: Automatic
= Bady type: Wagon * Fuel type: Gasoline

+ Engine: 8 Cyl. * Interior color: Brown

1956 Chrysler Ghia Plainsman Station Wagon Concept Car

This is a Chrysler Auto Show Car displayed through out the United States in 1956 at all of the auto
shows.O [ This car was recently on the cover of Old Cars Weekly, January 21, 2010.0 This rare,
original, as found 1956 Chrysler Ghia Plainsman Station Wagon concept car has been on display at
all the important museums in the United States including the Auburn Cord Duesenberg Museum,
the Petersen Auto Museum, the Gilmore Museum and others.[] This is the anly known 50's concept
car/dream car station wagon that exists today. At the RM Auction at Meadow Brook a 1953 Chrysler
Ghia, 2-door hardtop, fully restored car sold for $850,000.00. You could restore this car and sell it
and maybe profit up to half a million dollars.

This car featured such advanced styling cues and mechanical functions as including the first station
wagon to have a rear facing third seat.( Also the rear window lowers by power into the tailgate and
then the tailgate opens as power operated.() The rear tailgate opens to step plates that were
designed to come out of the rear bumper. U The third seat is also power operated so that it will
either setup into a seat or flatten into the floor all by power.[1 The interior was finished with unborn
baby calfskin.(0 The spare tire is stored in the rear fender.(1 The gas cap is under the left rear
taillight, which sucks in under vacuum to expose the filler cap for filling the car with gasoline.

Virgil Exner designed 95% of Chrysler concepts and then the Chrysler chassis' were shipped to
Ghia.[] The completed concept cars were then returned to the United States for show purposes but
had to be exported out of the United States within eighteen months in order for Chrysler not to have
to pay duty.0) This particular car was shipped to Cuba after its show purposes and was given to the
president of all of the Cuban banks. 0 After his death the car was returned to the main Chrysler
dealership in Cuba.0 The export manager for Ghrysler Corp. lived on a large estate in Cuba and
was given the car by the Chrysler Corporation and shortly thereafter Castro took over Cuba and
chased out all of the Americans.(J O The Export manager for Chrysler escaped from Cuba with all
of his worldly belongings including this Chrysler concept car and returned to the United States. O

The Export Manager had the car refitted by Chrysler with a Chrysler 440 engine, which currently
powers it.0 This car was produced as a 2-door station wagon because Chrysler anticipated the
success of the Chevy Nomad and wanted to have a competitive vehicle.[1 However, this is the one




and only 'show" 2-door prototype station wagon that exists today. He was later promoted to the
Export Manager of Australia where he lived for many years and then retired to California.[] Again
taking this concept car with him. The car was given to his son and the son later gave it to his son.[
In the late 80's the car was sold to a famous auto collection where it remained for a number of years
before it was sold to the present owner.[] It was the intent of the present owner to restore the car to
its original pristine condition but the financial climate in the United States has forced him to put the
car up for a reluctant sale.0

This car is highly documented and similar restored concept cars to this have sold previously within
the last six years for $1 to $3 Million Dollars. Again the financial climate in the United States forces
the current owner to sell this car for a more then attractive price. This is one of the rarest Chrysler
concept cars and the only concept station wagon known to exist from the 50's and the 60's from
American Manufacturers. This car runs down the road just fine. The power tailgate and power rear
seat are fully functioning. The Italian custom body manufacturer Ghia also manufactured bodies for
other foreign automotive manufacturers. Ghia is considered such an important company that this
year the Pebble Beach Concours d'Elegance featured Ghia cars. Yes, the car needs all cosmetics.
A ONCE in a lifetime opportunity to have one of the finest American concept cars in your collection!
[0 This car is listed at a very low reserve. [1 The owner and car are both located in San Mateo, CA.
[0 Factory photos are in Black & White.

Meore information about this incredible station wagon can be found on our 1955 page.
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Feature Article from Hemmings Classic Car
July, 2006 - David LaChance

When the Oldsmobile F-88, a 1954 concept car from General Motors' fabled Motorama
road show years, sold for $3.24 million at auction in January 2005, the collector-car
world was astonished. The selling price was fully six times what the experts thought the
car would bring, and a new record for a concept car. Joe Bortz was not surprised.

One year later, proving that the F-88 was no fluke, a green 1954 Pontiac Bonneville
Special brought $3.02 million at auction. Overnight, it seemed, the market for
significant American dream cars had rocketed into the stratosphere. If Joe was
surprised, it was only that the market had taken this long to come around. "The
Bonneville Special didn't break into new territory, but it showed that there's a solid
(price) floor under these cars," said Joe, a restaurant and nightclub developer whose
Highland Park, Tllinois, Bortz Auto Collection contains about 20 dream cars, including
the Bonneville Special's all-original, copper-colored twin. "Right now, the trend is
straight up. I would call this the year of the dream car. The press has just been on a
frenzy, and so has the public."

You might think that Joe would be eager to talk about values, like an investor whose
stock portfolio has suddenly swollen to ten times its value, but he's not. He argues that
the dream cars he loves and collects are works of art, not "some commodity like a Rolex
watch. If you go to a museum and look at a Monet, you're not going to talk about the
value of the Monet." Still, he ventures, "I do think that the cars are in their infancy in
terms of value. Even though they have generated some numbers that have gotten
people's attention, I think that's just the beginning."

What's driving up the values? Obviously, the laws of supply and demand are in charge;
because the supply is fixed--there are only so many dream cars to go around--it must be
that demand has increased. Joe asserts that the competitive spirit is a large part of the
reason. "I always say, in the world of collecting, the whole basic psyche behind the
whole thing is 'T've got it, you don't. I'm king."

In that world of collecting, what could be more desirable than a one-off car? "A concept
car is the cherry on the top of any major collection," he continued. "In the future, a
major collection will not be considered fully developed unless it has one or more
concept cars.”



It was a sign of what was to follow. Purely by chance, he was given the opportunity to
buy the Bonneville Special, "my first real concept car. I thought that I had the only
concept car that ever escaped,” he said. It was routine for General Motors to have its
dream cars destroyed after their turntable days were over, with many going to the
Warhoops Auto Salvage Yard in Sterling Heights, Michigan. But Joe learned that a
funny thing sometimes happened on the way to the crusher; a car might be hidden away
in the yard like the 1955 La Salle II Sports Coupe, or cut into pieces and left to rot, like
the 1955 Chevrolet Biscayne.

Joe said it was difficult for the designers, who had in many cases done the finest work of
their careers, to accept the idea that their creations would be destroyed. "A designer
would go into the executive's office and cry--literally break down and cry. It was like
telling Rembrandt, "We're going to destroy a few of your paintings." The executive,
sometimes GM's chairman himself, might soften, and let the designer take the car home
on one stipulation: "I don't want to hear about it for 25 years."

When he began looking around for other dream cars in the early 1980s, those 25-year
agreements were just beginning to expire, and cars long thought lost were coming to
light. "My timing was perfect," he said. "Nobody else was looking for them. I was able to
malke an end-run play."

News stories about the Bonneville Special brought more telephone calls, leads about
other survivors or sale offers. He found that each of the Big Three had a different way of
dealing with its retired show cars: GM, being a "political" organization, would
occasionally allow a car or two to escape; Ford, as a family-owned company, exercised
much greater control and let very few go; and Chrysler, which had most of its dream
cars built by Ghia in Italy, would ship the cars out of the country within 18 months to
avoid having to pay duty on them.

In the hunt for dream cars, great patience and a philosophical outlook are great assets.
Joe recalled the story of the 1956 Chrysler Plainsman station wagon that was given to
the president of the Bank of Cuba, who was murdered by Fidel Castro's agents while
riding in the car. The Plainsman became the property of Chrysler's export manager, who
learned that he, too, was marked for death; he packed his family into the wagon and
escaped to a waiting tugboat back to the United States. Later transferred to Australia, he
brought the Plainsman with him, having it converted to right-hand drive as Australian
law demanded.
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from the Advanced Styling Studios of
Chrysler Corporation, Engineering Division







d to present these four exciting Idea Cars for the
ach of them Wwas designed in the

Chrysler Corporation.

Chrysler Corporation jg prou

inspection of the car-loving American people. E

Advanced Styling Studios of the Engineering Division,

In these idea cars the spirit of progress— THE FORWARD LooK — finds (hree-dimensional
e finest in contemporary

etal by Chrysler Corporation. They reflect th

expression in m
an automotive design. From their creation an

trends in Americ d testing come valu-

able ideas for future cars of THE FORWARD LOOK.

Some or many of the innovations found in these cars may appear on future production

of the cars of THE FORWARD 100K —Plymouth, Dodge, D
jcan people who will

e Soto, Chrysler and

models
Imperial. But that decision is largely yours— for it is the Amer

decide the kind of cars they want and, as in the past, Chrysler Corporation will build

its cars to reflect their preferences.

you will find all

e of the current

Sorry, but these Idea Cars are not for sale. However, We are sure that

that your heart desires
cars of THE FORWARD LOOK 56 featuring FLIGHT-

in automotive beauty and performance in on

SWEEP styling and the revolutionary pushbut-
ton driving. Your Plymouth, Dodge, DeSoto,

Chrysler or Imperial dealer is the man to see.




A BOLD NEW CONCEPT IN STATION WAGON DESIGN,
the Plainsman “Idea Station Wagon” reflects the
colorful and casual way of life that typifies the
nation’s westward movement. It seats eight pas-
sengers in “sedan comfort” and features such
striking innovations as an “observation car”
rearward-facing third seat and a spare tire con-
cealed in the right rear fender. Third seat and

tailgate operate electrically. Safety access steps,
used to enter the rear seat, disappear into the
end of the bumper when the tailgate is closed.
Interior trim is natural calf hide with leather
bolsters and the all-steel cantilever top is two-
thirds covered by padded white fabric. The
Plainsman’s exterior finish of Palamino beige
metallic fully complements its western flavor.

Over-all length .......ouuinniiiiiiiiiiii e iiieaae s 208 inches
Overall-widih e s T e T e T s e 79.4 inches
Over-all height ................. S 8 B R B 6 8T ISR 6§ T S e 60.2 inches
WHEEIDASE ... ovinioamesiosesssmosmmonnnsssesesssmomnsiossssssssssmmess 115 inches
Engine gt P e e T T Special Chrysler Corporation V-8
TranSTASSION weemagersrs o5 & 5% 5 WS aNamaTs § 5 53 5 5% S1e50aerss o5 s ¥ 4 ¢ » whammruiesore PowerFlite
Maximum cargo deck length (Tailgate open)................cvnnnn 106.5 inches
Cargo deck length with tailgate closed............c.vvveevneeennnn. 86.7 inches
Maximum cargo deck width...... ... ... ... i, 63.5 inches
STERTING ororens 56 s & 5 Sisisiareers s & o § .68 5 SRATIEE 85 6§54 § SEEEEREGe s sa Coaxial Power

Brakes ..co..oissssmmvessssisisssonnimass




FLIGHT-SWEEP | anp FLIGHT-SWEEP |1

Both the Flight Sweep I and Flight Sweep II are built on a modified pro-
duction chassis, incorporating many unique details of construction. For

; example, in order to allow smooth clean body lines unbroken by seams or
| joints, the front fenders, cowl, and body are welded integrally to the frame.
b=
l

o Furthermore, the sheet metal, both front and rear, is made to sweep under
! the bumpers. This new design concept gives a finished, closed-in effect.

These rakish, highly maneuverable cars are 207 inches long and a mere
5314 inches high. They seat four passengers in spacious comfort. Their
sharply sloped windshields, with a slant angle of 56°, allow greatly in-
creased visibility for both driver and passengers.

The Flight Sweep I and Flight Sweep II are equipped with Chrysler
Corporation’s PowerFlite fully-automatic transmission, Full-Time Coaxial
Power Steering, Safety Power Brakes, and electric window lifts.

FLIGHT-SWEEP I'— FOUR PASSENGER SPORTS CONVERTIBLE




STYLING HIGHLIGHTS

e Forward Look styling, emphasized by:
e Clam-shell type front fender extensions.
e Sharply sloping, wide-horizon windshield.
e Sweeping side character line.
o Upswept rear fenders and taillights formed into
a trailing fin motif.
e Fully flared wheel openings.
e Forward sloping, door-type hood.

e Functionally integrated bumpers punctuated by massive
parking lights.

e Flight Sweep I Colors—Vapor White—Solar Bronze.
Flight Sweep II Colors—Airfoil Green—Jet Black.

e Unique two-piece counterbalanced deck lid, with spare
tire externally mounted in lower lid, and tire cover
mounted in upper lid.

| e Curved side window glass.

@ Dramatic wheel cover treatment simulating exposed
brake drum and cooling fin design.

‘ e Flush-mounted, locking gasoline filler door with

‘ combined filler cap.

‘ e Custom quality leather upholstery covering seats, door

] panels, instrument panel. In Flight Sweep I—bronze and

white, in Flight Sweep II—green and black patent leather.

FLIGHT-SWEEP II — FOUR PASSENGER HARDTOP

FLIGHT-SWEEP | anp FLIGHT-SWEEP 11

@ Separately adjustable air-foam cushioned bucket front
seats and bench rear seat with rear seat center armrest.

e Large circular instruments, including engine tachometer
and speedometer, combined with toggle switch head-

. light, parking light, and windshield wiper controls.

@ Unique electrical console between seats for heater con-
trols, turn signal controls, PowerFlite selector, and radio.

e Spring-balanced convertible top mechanism on Flight
Sweep I, hand-operated, very easy to raise or lower.

SPECIFICATIONS

Overalllength .......... 207 inches

Overall width .......... 7034 inches

Overall height .......... 5314 inches

Wheelbase ............. 120 inches

Tread, front ............ 56 5/16 inches

Tread rear ............. 59% inches

Engine coeesesssvmoves Special Chrysler Corporation
V-8, hemispherical combustion
chamber.

TAFEE. omness 85 7 5 5 5 a s 7:10x 15

Steering ............... Chrysler Corporation full-time
power

Rear axle ratio ......... 3.54:1




THE FALCON — A SPORTS ROADSTER—Built on a 105
inch wheelbase modified production chassis, the
Falcon breathes power and performance in its
every line. It is a low-slung two-passenger road-
ster whose mechanical capabilities are suggested
by its sports car appearance. The car is only 5114

STYLING

e Forward Look styling, emphasized by:
@ Rearward sloping Wide Horizon windshield.
@ Sharply defined forward sloping front fenders.
e Upswept rear fenders. o Full wheel openings.
e Forward thrusting, grid-type grille.
® Recessed headlights and taillights.
e Forward sloping, door-type hood.
® Sharply-angled rear fender back guards.
o Fender louvers.
e Folding lid which completely covers top well. Control
button in cockpit.
e Wire wheels with simulated knock-off hubs.
e Spring-balanced, manually-operated, folding top.
e Externally mounted dual exhaust system for powerful
mechanical look and improved performance.

TIINNNINIINNINSININNYS
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inches high, yet has adequate road clearance.
The Falcon is equipped with Chrysler Corpora-
tion’s PowerFlite fully-automatic transmission
(with centrally mounted floor selector lever),
Full-Time Coaxial Power Steering, Safety Power
Brakes, and electric window lifts.

HIGHLIGHTS

@ Soft custom quality red and ivory leather upholstery.

e Individual, adjusting bucket seats.

e Concave inner door panels emphasizing cockpit feeling.
e Exterior color—Gauntlett Black.

SPECIFICATIONS

Overalllength .......... 182 inches

Overall width .......... 6814 inches

Overall height .......... 511 inches

Wheelbase ............. 105 inches

TArES oiunn s o 5 % 5 i 2 5 7:60 x 15

Engine ................ Special Chrysler Corporation
V-8, hemispherical combustion
chamber.
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PLYMOUTH
U.S.A. 1956

Type “Plainsman”, 8 pass.
Experimental Station Wagon
(body by Ghia).

Special 8-cyl. o.h.v. engine in vee.
Automatic transmission.

Automatic control for seats and
rear door. Overall length 208 in.,
overall width 79 in., overall height
60 in.




PLYMOUTH—U.S.A.




The Saga of the

Flainsman

10

Special Interest Aulos, February 1980

Comirpesy of Danl Seode




Left: The Mainsman as it appeared during is debut én 1956, Above: The Plainsman todey on the streets of LA, hardly the teorse for weear
cefter 24 yoars,

Was 1t real? 1 didn’t know, but wasn't about (o take a
chanee on not finding out. 1 dived out of the passenger
door of my carand jumped right In front of that apparition. It
was real. all right. The started driver slammed on the brakes,
and 1 was already jabbering away like a crazed magpie, |
babbled on as 1 walked around the car. Could | take pictures?
Yes, The owner, more relaxed now, smiled a knowing smile,
It was the Plainsman all right, Litte steerhead medallions,
Plainsman logos, unborn calfskin upholstery. [t was all there.
The owner had to leave and cars were backed up behind my own
abandoned vehiele, so | sef up an appoiniment (o see the car
later. I eould hardly catch my breath—coincldence ol
coincidences. Alter all these vears the car was miraculously
still adive and well—on the street, mind you, But let’s go back
o the beginning,

The Plainsman was what Chrysler called an “idea car”
Although Virgil Exner has olten been referred to as the father
of the Plainsman, the car was actually designed in total by a
talented young stylist named David Scott. He had been in
charge of Chrysler Division styling, but was shilled to
Plymouth Divisfon around the time Virgill Exner became
corporate vice-president of styling. Exner gave Scott a [ree
hand in the Plyvmouth studios, This resulted In the design
and development of what was then known only as project car
A-493.

In February 1954, rough styling sketches had been done.
Dave Scott picks up the story: "My ariginal concept was a
cabriclet—kind of like a madern "-roof” without the 17, The
front section of the rool was removable. However, about that
tme there was a certain amount of interest kn sporty station-
wagon-siyle vehicles (such as the Waldorf Nomad, see S1A%9),
s0 Virgll Exner sugpested T adapt my design to a wagon- lype
body. They loved 16 We all agreed 10was the way to go. Once we
settled on a design. we had several proposals for names and
accompanying paint and trim themes, Unfortunately, right
abott the time we settled on a name and theme, we discovered
that  Pontac had  selected  the same name  for their
production-bound sporty wagon. The name, of course, was
‘Salari”. We decided to stick with the theme and changed the
name an our car to ‘Plainsman’—and that's how it all began,”

The original wagon design started Hle as a Yescale maodel
with a wraparound windshicld and Plymouth medallions,
Since it was done in the Plymouth studio, the seale model had
“Plymouth™ spelled out across the rear bumper. But for
reasons unknown, the finkshed car was simply relerred (o in
olflcial company literature as “The Plainsman”™—period,
Somewhere  after the models development, both  the
Plymouth name and the wraparound windshield
disappeired. According to Mr. Scott, Chrysler brass got wind

T HERE IT WAS! The car was right there in front of me!

of the fact that GM and Ford were going all-out with
wraparound windshields, so a deeision was made (o go toa
more moderate version reminiscent of Mol%ar production
vehicles, Thal windshicld change was, in this writer's
opinion, a erucial factor in later reactions some Chrysler
brass had to the finished car, as we shall see.

No Tull-sized mock-up was made. Instead, ihe Plainsman
wenl [rom the % model direetly toa finished product, This job
was turned over to Ghia ol [taly, which at the time was heavily
involved in building a whole series of Chrysler “idea cars™
(Faleon sports cars, K-3 10, Flightsweeps, ete, See SIA#30),0n
Octaber 15, 1954, Ghia started work on the A-493. The car
was to be built on a standard Plymouth P-27 "H” series
chassis of 115-inch wheelbase. Nearly a yvear alter it was
begun, the A493--now offfcially the Plainsman—was
shipped from Genoa. ltaly, aboard the 55, Christoloro
Columbo., Unlike the dll-lated A-491 (Norseman) which
followed months later, the Plainsman arrived in New York on
November 26, 1955, with no problems. {The Norseman was
aboard the Andria Dorla when she sank off Nantucket in
1956, By December 5th, the hig erate containing the
Plainsman had arrived at Chrysler headquarters in Highland
Park, Michigan.

e Scotl recalls: "The car was ina huge cratle with the
axles lashed down onto big 4 x 8 wood blocks...the wheels were
off and in a separate compartment. Imagine our surprise
when we bolied the wheels on and lifted the car out of the
crate base to sil on (s own, 4t sank vight down to the rubber
snubbiers! The suspension bottomed-out from the welght of
the car alone, Ghia had so much lead in that body that the
poor Plymouth suspension was taxed beyoned capacity, The
engineers hustled the car into the factory garage and went (o
work, The final solution was to medify the Plvimouth chassis
with suspension [rom a Chiysler New Yorker”

Unexpected problems are not really all that uncommaon
with show cars and one-olfs—especially when there are
deadlines and vehicles are constructed elsewhere, Even
praduction cars, as we all know. have thelr share ol bugs. This
writer recalls a conversation with an official of a company
which supplied the Initial Packard Caribbean prototype. He
recalled watching In horror as the heavily loaded and stiffly
sprung hood folded like a clamshell right after the ear was
unvelled to company brass,

Back at the uncrating of the Plainsman, Bill Brownlie, then
assistant manager ol the Chrysler-Imperial studio, recalls
that he was a little disappointed al the linished product. "It
looked o bit pully when compared with the original seale
model... the body had lost some i1 its low look. This is the kind
of thing that can happen when you go direct from a % model
to [ull scale with noaesthetic adjustments. The car had alot af

Special Interest Autos, February 1980 41
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BOLL NEW EXPERIMENT IN STATION WAGON DESIGN

e |
Chrysler Corporation has unveiled the newest momber of its family of “ex-
perimental cars . . . on eight-passenger two-door “ideu station wogon™ colled
the Ploinsman. Created by stylists of the Engineering Division, the Ploinsman
has o Polomino beige metallic exterior finish, interior trim of natural colf hide,
rearward-facing “ohservation car” rear seat, und on all-sieel cantilever
top which Is two-thirds covered by pudded white weallier-resistont fabric.

“THE PLAINSMAN" k{ e




lew all sizes

P " photostream
That Hartford Guy
1'956 Chrysler Ghia Plainsman Station Wagon Concept Car | |

Virgil Exner designed 95% of Chrysler concepts and then Chrysler would ship the chassis’ to Ghia to make the cars. The
completed concept cars were then returned to the United States for show purposes but had to be exported out of the United
States within eighteen months in order for Chrysler not to have to pay duty. This particular car was shipped to Cuba after
its show purposes and was given to the president of all of the Cuban banks. After his death the car was returned to the main
Chrysler dealership in Cuba. The export manager for Chrysler Corp. lived on a large estate in Cuba and was given the car
by the Chrysler Corporation and shortly thereafter Castro took over Cuba and he was and all Americans were chased out of
Cuba. '

The Export manager for Chrysler escaped from Cuba with all of his worldly belongihgs including this Chrysler concept car
and returned to the United States.

The export manager was later promoted to the Export Manager of Australia where he lived for many years and then retired
to California. Again taking this concept car with him. The car was given to his son and the son later gave it to his son. In
the late 80°s the car was sold to a famous auto collection where it remained for a number of years before it was sold to the
present owner. It was the intent of the present owner to restore the car to its original pristine condition but the financial
climate in the United States has forced him to put the car up for a reluctant sale




Henry Shane

From: Leon Dixon <leeedy@aol.com=>

Sent: Tuesday, September 16, 2014 12:16 PM

To: Henry Shane

Subject: Re: The Plainsman

Attachments: A493AuthorizationDIXON.PDF; A493DesnPhilosophyDIXON.PDF;

A493ExnerApprovalDIXON.PDF; A493ExnerApproval2DIXON.PDF;
A4930verview54DIXON.PDF; A493PjtRequestSuppDIXON.PDF;
PlainsmanFillerPatDIXON.PDF; PlainsmanNotes54DIXON.PDF;
PlainsmanSpecsGhiaDIXON.PDF; PlainsmanRenderingCoupeDixon. jpg

Hello Henry,

I am attaching more info from my files for you to see. These are all in PDF so you
can either look at them on computer or print out.

I will also further explain some of them.

1.) Authorization of several cars to be built by Ghia. This is the original
authorization that approved the project and expenditures.

2.) Dave Scott's written (okay, typed) design philosophy for the Plainsman, signed
by Dave. As you can see, Exner never had a hand in the car at this point and merely
gave it comments and a blessing.

3.) Exner approval or Dave Scott's proposal... here is probably Virgil Exner's biggest
amount of participation in A-493, which was all the car was known as up to this
point. There were four official proposals/themes/names for A493. These were as
follows:

 Safari

» Saratoga

» Deauville

e Commanche

Each version would have had different trim, color and theme variations. The
"V.M.E." note in the left margin was Exner signing off on the car. You will note at
this time, Exner crossed out "Safari” because Chrysler just got wind that Pontiac
was using the name on a production sporty wagon for 1955. But that was the
original intended name for A493. Instead, Exner penciled in "Plainsman" along with
a change in the top fabric covering to "Orlon” ... which, of course did not remain in
the final version. So Dave told me he suggested the Plainsman name as an
alternative, however, in the end it was VME who approved it.

4.) Page 2 of the Exner approval papers. You can see here that Dave originally
preferred the Safari/Plainsman or the Commanche versions most.

5.) Body Engineering Division overview of the program




6.) Project Request Supplement (due to cost overrun in styling and engineering). In
short, they ran out of money in the original budget. You can see the the project is
attributed to "Plymouth"” styling studio, yet Dave came from Dodge and thus there
were many references to "Dodge"” in the A493 papers. However it was originally
considered to be a Plymouth and indeed the clay models carried Plymouth badging.

7.) Patent paper filing for the retractable tail light/gas filler. When Chrysler got the
notion that this feature might be copied, they slapped a patent on it. A similar
feature was planned for the Packard Predictor (which was being built at Ghia about
the same time as Plainsman). It would have also been a feature on 1957 Detroit-Built
production models, but again these never happened. The patent prevented Packard
from doing this gas filler. There was no money and Nance probably would have
never paid for a license even if there was.

8.) | believe these notes were hand-written by Exner. His handwritten print "A"
letters always had a taller peak on them than other words.

9.) A493 Specifications along with other Ghia-built cars. Remember when | told you
that Woody told me he had NOS extra tail light lenses? | was not merely making that
up. Here (lower right) is proof that Ghia supplied extra plastic lenses with this
vehicle and others. Whatever happened to them? | don’t know. But Woody Parrish
had a set and he told me so. Neither Woody nor myself has had any reason to B.S.
anyone regarding these extra lenses. Here is proof that they once existed. When |
tell you something about this vehicle, my memories are still pretty accurate and
detailed.

10.) | will need to get this onto a much bigger scanner, but this is the original 2-door
coupe design upon which the Plainsman was based. This illustration was given to
me by the original designer in the 1970s. It bears his autograph.

More later,

Leon Dixon

P.S. I still think you ought to have me do a good history on the Granada. You might
be surprised.

From: Henry Shane <HenryS@1st-lake.com>
To: 'Leon Dixon' <leeedy@aol.com=

Sent: Fri, Sep 12, 2014 7:18 am

Subject: RE: Granada




E. E, Oroutt ’ ALS Central Enginsering
Lid Central Engimeering September 22, 1954

series of seven cars in the current Ghia . 50 cars are as follows,
in the approximate order in which they will be builts
gar Iree Sonstrugtion Deging
1s A=493 115" Suurban Oct. 13
2. A-494 129% 2 door hardtop Fov, 1
3. A-492 118* £ door sedan Bov, 15
4 A=497 129® Matal eomvertihle Nov, 15
5 ""‘” 1”' Matal eonvertible Dea. 1
é. A=49% 125}* 4 door hardtop Des. 1
7s A=496 133" Isperial sedan Dee. 15

n-ummwmmumwmtm
uchuhmdutriulmhmtﬂn—hﬂlhhrﬂn—m.
Aﬂéwmmmlﬂj-ammpmlu«dn-mhh
mm.mmommm-ormmuumwuutﬂn.
MMm-wr-ﬂMla-rh.mm.. The chassis
luwtnhrMnnomtthA-iﬂmhmuMpmmm
ifications as established by Departssnt (88, Produstion N Series chassis
be furnished to Ohia for cars A;::z, A-494, A-:zs. 1:-496, L-497, !'::‘”
supplying them Becessary chassis ocomponents use
hthphmutypomuudemtmuutnhqlqﬂuthnm.



DESIGN PHILOSOPHY OF THE A-L93 - PLATNSMAN

The Plainsman was designed as a luxurious vehicle to serve the varlety of needs
of a successful western ranch-holder, It is "The Forward Look" embodying the
colorful, casual way of life as expressed across the great western plains of
America, The materials, colors, amd finishes have been keyed to the enviromment
of the west: Seats of unborn calfskin, trimmed with natural cowhide, the
"Palomino® beige lacquer finish, and the Texas longhorn motif keynotes the theme,

Particular emphasis has been given to the sculptured appearance of the car,
relying on the beauty of form, the integration of a whole concept, and the judicious
use of texture, proportion, and dynamic symmetry to make an esthetlc design state-

ment,

It is imbued with a sensitive appreciation of an automoblle as an art form in
itself, with a dramatic flair that I hope will capture the imagination of the

young-in-heart,

David E. Scott

DES :ap
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' ,.IGB (Dodai) Central Engineering : ; l mt-w 23, 1954
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[ PROPOSAL "A" (2SAPARIY) S "PLAr;J:JMA;J' e \ql trads iR
INTERIOR - Seat and door insertss Unborn Calfskin - Tan on White
Bolsters, Crash Pad, and Door Trim; lat.ur Tan Saddle Leather
&) Header, front: Tan A,
N +). M | Header, rear: White :
7 ”[ he Carpett Tan
9- 7% EITEIIOR Lower body: HNatural Tan Sparkle Tone to nt.oh interior leather
- 4y ‘. Cargo top: White Leather - (M‘-—) — ag:.a.-.l J
PROPOSAL "B® (®SARATOGA"): 'l‘\
INTERIOR « Seat and door inserts: Natural Linen \
Bolster, Crash Pad, and Door Trim: Natural np Saddle Leather
Header, front: Natural Tan I\
Header, rear: Natural Linen \
Carpet: Tan ]
® EXTERIOR - Lower body: Natural Tan Sparide Tone to match Iint.uior leather
Cargo tops Natural Limen \
PROPOSAL ®C" ("DEAUVILLE") \

i\
INTFRIOR - Seat and door inserts: Cermine Suedej color, Greem
Bolsters, Crash Pad, and Door Trim: White Leather
Header, rrontl Green (
Header, rear: White
Carpet: (reen

EXTERIOR « Lower bodys Oreen Sparkle Tone
! Cargo topt White, Crinkle - finish

'
|

PROPOSAL, "D (®COMANCHE") s - \

INTERIOR - Seat and door inserts: Unborn Calfskin, Tan on te
Bolsters, Crash Pad, and Door Trim: White Leath
Header, fronts Wwhite '
Header, rear: Tan

Carpet: Tan

)
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Central Engineering

Body Englneering Central Engineering dugust 5, 1954

GHIA CAR PROGRiu1 SUHAARY -~ IV

ittached Is the fourth edition of a brief tabular swzary
of infornation on the Ghia engineering prototype orogram which
will be supplenouted as nacessary to keep you inforred on sig-
nificant changes in the status of the program und the specifi-
cation of the cars. Thia cdition of the sumniary is Supplement
Four to the original progran outline issucd on Harch 26, 1954.
Pleuse note the progress of Ghin work, which you will note is
well underway.

J. E. Charipar

ce: C, P, Thonas
U. L. Thouas
H. E. Chesebrou
#. G. Loofbourrow
D. F. Toot
V. . Exner
0. D. Dillman
M. F, guluwin
C. G, Vous
H. F, lJeinsingur/
J. L. Gilmour
H. E, Green
E. E, Crcutt
L. B, Wiser
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CHRYSLER CORPORATION cp-6 CHARGE NO.__D0-33209 |
ENGINEERINO DIVISION 10-54
PROJECT REQUEST SUPPLEMENT
. Issved by Dept: Name Art and 8tyling Plymouth No. 468 Dale Supplement written 8-27-54
(¢ BXTERIOR BODY STYLING FOR THE A-493 CRR, 115" W.B., TWO SEAT, TWO DOOR SUBURBAN

i
List all Supplements issued on this Project
MATERIAL LABOR BURDEN TOTAL DATE
Oddginal Approprilios 250.00 | 4,800.00 | 7,200.00 12,250.00|  h-5-54
s Herd 50.00 * | 1,250.00 | 1,875.00 1,175. 8-27-54
Supplement Mo, 2 )
Supplement No, 3
Supplement No. 4
Supplement No. 5
Supplement No. &
Supplement No, 7
TOTAL 300.00 6,050.00 9,075.00 15 k25.00

Why is this Supplement necessary?

This project covers the cost of styling time on the proposed A-L93 car,
115" W.B., tvo seat, two door suburban.

The expense on this project includes desipgns, sketches, 1llustrations and
building of & 3/8 scale clay model.

At the present tims, the 3/8 model has been complsted and has been accepted.
Work remaining involves sketching, illustrations and designs.

Funds originally requested are now overrun necessitating this supplement (No. 1)
vhich is estimated to complete the project.

Approved by H. T. King Noled by V. M. Bmer
Head of Depertmenl
Approved by, G. B. Morrow Noted by Approved by _H. E. Chesebrough

Eng. Administration Depl. Chisl Engineer




469-1
CHRYSLER CORPORATION

Patent Department

David K. Scott '

Mr,

6-102
Dept. i Yilclonting Hoy. 0T 2ol
Invention Combination Tail Lamp and Fuel Tank Inlet Cover

We wish to acknowledge your disclosure of an invention which has been
signed, dated, and assigned the above disclosure number,

You can be of conslderable assistance in following this idea by keeping
us informed as to further developments, tests, and production releases, A brief
note referring to the above disclosure number will suffice for this purpose.

We also wish to acknowledge receipt of the following material as a part
of your disclosure;

Items Recelved:

One print copy with vencil changes - detail A-L93 tail
lamp and filler pipe dated June 23, 155L.

Drawings
Description
Miscellaneous
Lol Dbl —
Pgtent Department
GHORCE W. TALBURTT
Date  ¢-21-56

CuT:bd
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L a.-."?' : % ‘ . peering ". September 23, 195,
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Special Book Proposal and Synopsis of
The Plymouth Plainsman

The Futuristic Concept Car That Actually Predicted The Future
~ by Leon Dixon
Terms : §
« This agreement is between Henry Shane and Leon Dixon. Mr.

Dixon shall be solé author/editor of this project resulting
in a book. Mr. Shane will provide finance and records.

* Book is to be hardbound, approximately 150 pages and
devoted to all related history, development and design of
the Plainsman concept car.

+ Author will do selection of materials, layout, and
text/editorial as well as interface with private publishing
house that will bind and print the final product.

» Author’s cempensétion and production fees of this book
will be paid for by Henry Shane, owner of the Plainsman.

» Author agrees to commence work upon paid initial retainer
of $2500 plus either open round-trip California airplane
ticket or $1000. Payment to be made via PayPal.com.

« Author agrees to review and use photos and information

from Author’s files as well as existing records. These

records would be sourced from the Plainsman owner, Chrysler
Historical and the, author’s own records. FOP.'MAT of t3ook +o Fﬂu-ﬂw
Thi G pact ouTLINE SNBDMITIEY DY AGTHOR oN o/—uy;..[-

+ Author. agrees to;complete book by September, 2015, at

which time author is to be paid additional $2500 along with

extra books from the print run which can then be sold by

the author. Exact number of extra books will depend on

separate agreement after precise production costs are set.

* Progress reviews will be provided by the author to Mr.
Shane at three-month intervals or at appropriate occasions
when needed. ‘

* Final review capy of the book will be provided to Henry
Shane with final payment and prior to actual publication.

Henry Shane:\ Yeor g Leon Dixon:
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* This agreement is between Henry Shane and Leon Dixon. Mr.
Dixon shall be sole author/editor of this project resulting
in a book. Mr. Shane will provide finance and records.

* Book is to be hardbound, approximately 150 pages and
devoted to all related history, development and design of
the Plainsman concept car.

« Author will do selection of materials, layout, and
text/editorial as well as interface with private publishing
house that will bind and print the final product.

* Author’s compensation and production fees of this book
will be paid for by Henry Shane, owner of the Plainsman.
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which time author is to be paid additional $2500 along with

extra books from the print run which can then be sold by

the author. Exact number of extra books will depend on

separate agreement after precise production costs are set.

* Progress reviews will be provided by the author to Mr.
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CONTACT :

Leon Dixon

P.O. Box 787

Davis, California 95617
—OR-

c/o Davis Productions
P.O. Box 1964

Danville, Kentucky 40423

Email: oldbicycle@aol.com
Telephone: 714-335-9072

BACK STORY OF THIS BOOK...

The time was the late 1970s and the place was Southern
California. I had happily arrived at the end of a very long
guest.

For many years I had made an exhaustive, yet fruitless
search for this wild concept car. I had known it since it
first appeared in 1956 and it was one of my favorites-
ever.

After decades of stories circulating in automotive
publications from everyone who claimed to know, I found a
car they all said had been destroyed. The upshot of this
joyous discovery was an in-depth historical article I wrote
about this great concept. The article appeared in the
February, 1980 issue of Hemmings Special-Interest Autos
magazine. It was entitled, "“Saga of The Plainsman” and
subtitled, “The MoPar Show Car That Escaped Cuba.” At least
for a while, it had everyone in the old car hobby who was
interested in concept cars talking! This article revealed
the true, exciting history of Plainsman and corrected many
myths about the car. It even revealed the actual designer
who was David Scott and not Virgil Exner.

While this concept was originally intended to be
“Safari,” Pontiac grabbed that name, so Chrysler relented
and eventually named this car “Plainsman.”

It was a futuristic, yet practical station wagon with
a very western motif. Little did anyone ever realize that
this one-off concept car would actually come so close to
someday living out its own theme. And few realized (or
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appreciated) Jjust how many future wagons and SUVs would
incorporate Plainsman’s advanced features.

I had always considered Plainsman to be one of the
world’s most feature-rich, groundbreaking, production-ready
concepts ever. Unlike many 1950s-60s concepts that were
merely “pushmobile” mock-ups, the Plainsman actually ran.
And it had clever, very advanced, yet practical features
that actually worked.

I firmly believe that history has indeed verified
Plainsman’s importance in starting trends, design layout
and features that we continue to see even to this day. When
you use third-row seating, power folding seats, power
tailgate, flow-through ventilation, and spare tire tucked
into the rear quarter, you can thank the Plainsman.

VALUE AND IMPORTANCE OF CREATING A SPECIAL BOOK FOR THIS CAR...

The history of most concept cars has often been an
obscure one in many cases. And few have ever led such an
exciting life as that of the Plainsman. But on top of an
obscure history, people (including those who ought to know
better) often have short memories. And with the huge rise
in classic car sales of recent years, sometimes there is
more sizzle being sold than steak.

In recent years something rather amazing has taken
place in wvintage cars. Classic car auction companies have
essentially commandeered automotive history. Today, these
companies are ironically being quoted more and more as
“sources.” But as this transition has taken hold, the
histories of many concepts have merely been further
obscured rather than clarified. The upshot of all this has
done little or nothing to sharpen or preserve details and
the life of a concept car. The myths get reinforced and the
facts sometimes take a back seat to what dazzles the most
and sounds the best for sales. So the preservation of the
history of such an automobile is placed in the hands of
whomever or whatever happens to be the latest owner or
seller.

Up until recent years, 1if a concept car was somehow
preserved or even rescued, the history of that vehicle was
usually in the pages of a magazine or part of a non-
dedicated book. Of course both of these wvenues—-at best-are
usually compromises. They include histories of several
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other vehicles or focus on the history of the carmaker
rather than the vehicle itself. In some rare and lucky
cases there were company files or scrapbooks for a concept
car. But these instances have often been rare and such
records are usually in other locations or ownership
completely separate from the vehicle itself. The records
and interesting facts about the car are thus doomed to
remain separated from the wvehicle itself.

What we propose here is to go in a completely new
direction. We envision a dedicated, in-depth history book
devoted solely to the actual vehicle and offering a
permanent, factual, comprehensive history. A kind of 1life
scrapbook/history book/reference book/pictorial.. all in
one. All designed to offer a permanent, accurate history
and life story of the vehicle. Such a book would be an
invaluable record that could remain in perpetuity with the
actual car-In this case, the Plainsman. But there is also
the added benefit: a certain percentage of hardcore
collectors and historians will also want an edition they
can own.

Author, Leon Dixon is ready to begin working on a
serious book in this vein. This book or series will reveal
histories, facts and show photos never before published or
seen by the hobby and the general public. And no one else
can do it.

PURPOSE OF THIS BOOK....

* An official companion book for the actual vehicle. A
permanent and accurate combination of scrapbook, written
and photographic historical record.

WHAT THIS BOOK WILL COVER...
+ De-mystifying the history of the Plainsman.

+ FPactual and anecdotal history of the car itself. Its
exciting and ironic life story.

* Information from and about the original brochures.

. Photos (many never before seen by the public),
information and original artworks of the designer.

PROPOSED CHAPTER OUTLINE/TABLE OF CONTENTS

I: Introduction
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II. Design ethic and origins of the Plainsman

III. Clay model development and preparaticn to send to Ghia
IV. Construction at Ghia

V. Arrival from Italy back in the USA

VI. The show circuit

VII. Plainsman’s contribution to the autcmotive world
VIII. Life after show time was over

IX. The Cuban episode

X. Plainsman’s life in Australia’s outback

XI. Photeo Gallery

XII. Listings of all known advertisements and printed
matter

a.) Glossary
b.) Index
¢.) Credits

MARKET ANALYSIS / UNDERSTANDING THE AUDIENCE FOR THIS BOOK
AND A MARKETING PERSPECTIVE...

MARKET ANALYSIS / WHAT HAS ALREADY BEEN DONE?
(What other published books does this work compare to?)

+ Aside from scrapbooks assembled by fans or restorers,
nothing like this has been done.

« Of course, concept car books have been done in the past.
However, their attempts to be all-inclusive have always
prevented the kind of in-depth factual history, photos and
related items specific to one vehicle. A devoted book would
remedy this situation.

« Almost all books covering concept cars are abysmally
limited in actual facts and photos about a specific vehicle
because such books are usually compendiums of many cars all
lumped together. Due to the sharing of space there can be
no in-depth focus. As such, the best that can be hoped for
is a photo or two and some short captions. In the end, the
particular concept car has no life story, except for ones
provided by auction companies and old magazines. By
definition, this situation lacks information the hobby can
really use and short-changes the history of the car. None
of these blurred compromises are what many serious
collectors and historians really want.

* While the basic intent is for an official companion bock
to the Plainsman, there is an audience and certain pent-up
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demand for such a book. While the size of such an audience
is unknown, certainly it exists, no matter how limited. At
the minimum, automotive libraries, auction houses, hard-
core collectors and historians would all be potential
buyers. Probably the only restriction here is cost and
availability. However, these audiences are mostly atypical
and do not purchase based on cost.

* Fortunately, Leon Dixon’s knowledge, archive and research
can neither be copied nor imitated. Such a book will NOT
compare with anything yet on the market and there is no one
else who can do such a book, either with personal knowledge
or with and archive of original information.

DETAILS
Author: Leon Dixon
Layout: Landscape (horizontal) format
Size: Minimum 8.5 x 12 (larger is possible and preferred).
Format: Hardbound
Length: 150 to 180 Pages (approximate)
Photos: 85% Black & White, balance part color and full
color. Most large format, captions by author.
Text: Written by author
Copyright: Author
Paper: Coated stock
Production Cost: Estimated to be approximately $4500, but
TBD based on final agreed specs. Includes ISBN.
Minimum number of books based on publisher’s
requirements and costs.
Publishing: Arranged by author and utilizing print-on-
demand.
Projected Retail Price: $100
Projected release date: October, 2015
Terms:* Author agrees to commence work upon paid initial
Retainer of $2500 with round-trip California airplane
ticket. Payment is preferred via PayPal.com.
* Author agrees to review and use photos and
information from existing records. These records
would be sourced from the Plainsman owner, Chrysler
Historical and the author’s own records.
* Author agrees to complete book by September, 2015,
at which time an additional $2500 would be paid to
the author along with extra books from the print run
which can then be sold by the author.
* Progress reviews will be provided by the author at
three-month intervals or at appropriate occasions
when needed.
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR...

Leon Dixon is an award-winning writer, collector and
automotive historian. He has written just about everything
you can imagine. From owner's manuals for cars, to training
programs, to workshop and learning manuals, historical
plieces, magazine articles, newspaper articles, brochures,
advertisements, video and movie scripts, songs, and much
more.

Dixon has had a varied career, beginning in the
entertainment biz at the age of 9. He appeared with such
major artists such as Frankie Lymon and Stevie Wonder and
was contracted teo major recording label during his teen
years.

Beginning in his adult years Leon Dixon worked in the
automotive industry in a variety of areas ranging from
technical writing, product planner, R&D project management,
lead engineer, to professional consultant. He has extensive
experience with automotive R&D and has literally driven
thousands of cars. He is one of few people to drive both
the Chrysler Ghia Gas Turbine cars and the Chrysler DOE Gas
Turbine Aspen. He is pleased to say that he participated in
the development of several vehicles over the years—-some
which continue to roll the streets today including the
Mazda Miata.

He has also served as executive editor for a
publishing firm and in various editorial positions for
automotive clubs and organizations. For many years he has
been on the masthead of the Packard Club's fine glossy
magazine, The Packard Cormorant www.PackardClub.org where
his articles appeared numerous times over the years since
the 1970s.

MEMBERSHIPS:

Leon Dixon has been a member of Society of Automotive
Engineers (SAE), Society of Automotive Historians (SAH),
Society of Professional Automotive Industry Leaders, SEMA
OEM Automotive Accessory Development Roundtable, The

Packard Club, Lincoln Continental Owner’s Club, cCadillac-
LaSalle Club, and many others.

EXPERIENCE AND TRAINING OUTSIDE OF AUTOMOTIVE:
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Lecn Dixon alsoc has performed professional voice-overs
and commercials for many years. He studied for several
years at Del Mar Media Arts in Southern California under
famous actor, Gordon Jump (WKRP in Cincinnati, the Maytag
Man)

Leon has several years training in live appearance,
public speaking, on-camera appearance, voice-over, acting,
improv and more. His voice is used at places like 6-Flags
parks and San Diego Zoo, in addition to professional
commercials and videos.

VISUAL MEDIA EXPERIENCE:

Leon Dixon has appeared on visual media: ABC, NBC, CBS,
CNN, CBC, Outdoor Life Channel and HBO. He has also been
featured or appeared on numerous radio broadcasts (too many
to mention) including CBC (Canada).

COLLECTING AND CURATING:

In addition to collecting and restoring vintage cars, Dixon
also collects old bicycles and the literature about them.
He is an official volunteer for both the huge LeMay
Automotive Museum in Spanaway, Washington and the
prestigious Museum of Flight in Seattle.

PUBLICATIONS:

Leon Dixon has appeared in Popular Mechanics (English
language and Spanish language editions), L.A. Times,
National Enquirer, Orange County Register (front page
twice), Art & Antiques, Car Collector, Car Classics,
Special-Interest Autos, The Packard Cormorant magazine,
Cyclist magazine (numerous articles-did a collector’s
series for them in the 1980s-first of its kind), 0ld Cars
Weekly, American Home, Classic Car Restorer magazine,
Bicycling magazine, Forbes, Sports Illustrated, Newsweek,
Men’s Club (Japan), Teknikens Varld (Sweden), and many
more.

HAS LEON DIXON WRITTEN OTHER BOOKS?

Yes.. countless manuals, training books, etc. Perhaps
over 200 in all. Also wrote two chapters in a very large
bicycle book, The Bicycling Beook (Dial Press, New York,
1982). This book went to a second printing. He is presently
writing a book on the history of a company that was known
as Creative Industries of Detroit. It produced many concept
cars during the 1950s through 1970s and was responsible for
making wild “wing cars” (Dodge Daytona and Plymouth
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Superbird) for Chrysler Corporation.




The Plalnaman; the lotest nddlitlen to Chrysler Corporntion's famlly of

“Idea Cars,"” ig n unique two-door, cipghl passenger stotlon wogon. It rep-
resents 0 now and vigorous type of sutomobile design: luxurious, versatile,
nble to cope suecepafully with the rapidly ehanging needs snd demando of
the Amerlenn motoriat. For {te inepiration Chrysler Corporation stylicta
looked to the Greant Western Plaing of Amerles--to thelr vivid, colorful,
and ensual woy of life, Materdala, colors, nnd finishes have been dramati-
enlly keyed to the Weastern motif, Crom the Palomino Belge exterior to the
white and brown notural calf skin trimmed Interior. Gold Texas Longhorn

medallions on the tailpate and both sides of the rool wdd to this theme,

Measuring 208.0 Inches from bumper to bumper, 60.2 inches in helght, and
T9.4 inches in width, the Ploinoman exhiblts clean sweeping llnes that
glve 1t the appearance of being much longer and lower than 1t actually ls,
It 1s powered by n speclal Chrysler Corporation V-8 engine and ls equipped
with numercus autematic nnd power nusisted ncoeasories such na PowerFlite,

pover brakes, pover steering, electrle window 1if'ts, snd on electrically

operated tallgate nnd rearvard facing thlrd gent,
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the Plainoman, For the ndded comfert ol rear sent pnusengers, bot air
from the heater is ducted through the door directly into the renr com-
partment, Full cnarge nres i avalloble simply by Tolding the rewr sest
back forward on top of the seat cushion. A folding pancl attached to

the seat back is then Cirmly Cixed to the floor by chrome supporl rods,
and provides a completely flush, carpeted loading wren 86.7 inchen long

with the tailgate raised,

Function and convenlence nre cspeclally notoworthy in the alreraft type
instrument punel. All of the engine guuges nnd instrurents, ineluding
n elock, are clustered directly in front of the driver in one lorge,

hooded congole. Six levers located on o flot projection of the instru-
mont panel operate the PowerFlite controlo, windahleld woaher control,
windshield wiper, and lights., BPelow thls preojection wre locsted the

controls for the heater, defroster, upd cigar lighter. The entlire top

purface and lending edge of the panel ia pndded and covered with natural

cowhide.
ESPECIFICATIONS
Over=all length 208,0 inches
Over=all width 9.4 inchea
Over-nll height (unlonded) 60,2 inches
Wheelbage 115 inchen
Trend, front 58.4 Inches
Trend, rear 58.5 inches
Engine Speclal Chrysler Corporation
V-8 engine
Transmission PowerFlite
Tires 7.10 x 15
Steering Chrysler Corporation Coaxial
Power Steering
Drakes Chrysler Corporation Safety
Power Brakes
Mux, eargo deck length, tollgate open 106.5 inchen
Max. cargo deck width 63.5 inches

CHRYSLER CORFORATION - ENGINEERING DIVISION
Product Planning & Programming Sectlion

2-1-56




CHRYSLER CORPORATION 35455-A
Press Information Service

Detroit 31, Michigan

TUlsa 3-4500

THE PLAINSMAN

An "Idea Station Wagon" Designed by Chrysler Corporation

SPECIAL FEATURES:

% Rearward-facing "observation car" rear seat for two adult
passengers. Safety access steps, used to enter rear geat,
disappear into ends of bumper when tailgate is closed. Rear
geat unfolds, tailgate opens and closes electrically.

% Interior trim of natural calf hide, with leather bolsters.

% Aircraft-type instrument panel controls.

* Seats eight passengers in “sedan comfort™.

* Spare tire carried in right rear fender panel.

% All-steel cantilever top, two=-thirds covered by padded white
fabric.

* "Automatic' gasoline filler pipe, located in left taillight
opens in one motion as taillight is lifted forward.

* Parking lights integrated in massive front bumper guards,

SPECIFICATIONS:
Over=-all length «=== 208 inches
Over-all width -~~~ 79. 4 inches
Over-all height ---- 60. 2 inches
Wheelbase ===~ 115 inches
Tread, front =~~~ 58. 4 inches
Tread, rear ---- 58.5 inches

(more)



(Specs. cont'd.)

Engine -=-= Special Chrysler Corporation V-8
Transmission -=~~ PowerkH'lite
Tiresg =m=- 7.10 x 15

Maximum cargo deck
length (Tailgate open) 106. 5 inches

Cargo deck length with
tailgate closed -~~~ 86. 7 inches

Maximum cargo deck
width ===- 63. 5 inches

Coaxial Power Steering

Safety Pedal Power Brakes

(122755)



Henry Shane

From: pete@petevicari.com <pgvicari@yahoo.com=
Sent: Friday, August 08, 2014 11:09 AM

To: Brandt Rosenbusch; Bill Warner; Pete Vicari
Cc: Donnie Gould; Mark Becker; Henry Shane
Subject: Re: Plymouth Plainsman

Brandt, thank you so much ,if there is any cost for the info,please let me know. thanks
again. see ya

Peter G. Vicari

Pete Vicari General Contractor, LLC

Vicari Auction Company, LLC

1900 Destrehan Ave./ Harvey, LA 70058

Office: (504) 347-1196 ext.3564 / Cell:(504) 329-6098
Fax: (504) 347-1522 / email: pete@petevicari.com

On Friday, August 8, 2014 6:37 AM, Brandt Rosenbusch <bjr@chrysler.com> wrote:

Pete,

We do have an extensive file on the Plainsman. We are currently scanning it and will send
you a flash drive with the photos and information early next week.

Regards,

Brandt

From: Bill Warner [mailto:bwarner@ameliaconcours.orq]
Sent: Thursday, August 07, 2014 4:55 PM

To: Pete Vicari
Cc: Donnie Gould; Brandt Rosenbusch; Mark Becker
Subject: Plymouth Plainsman

Dear Pete:

| enjoyed our conversation today and congratulations on buying the Plymouth
Plainsman. That is probably the most traveled concept car in the world (Cuba, Australia, US,
etc.). By copy of this note, | am advising Mr. Brandt Rosenbusch at Chrysler that you have
the car and intend to restore it. We would certainly like to have it for Amelia in March, but time
is short for a full restoration. That will be your call, but when it is done, we'd be honored if you
would debut it with us on Amelia.




The glass company | was referring to is Fox Fire Glass LLC, 3071 W. Thompson
Road, Fenton, Michigan 48430, PH 248-332-2442. They are on the internet....google “Fox
Fire Glass”. They do a lot of prototype work for the manufacturers.

Brandt: If you have any material on the Plainsman, Pete would be much
appreciative of images to assist him in the restoration:
Pete Vicari
1900 Destreham Ave.
Harvey, LA 70058
(PH: 504-329-6098)

Pete: If you have not heard, the Dodge Granada show car will be auctioned off on
the 20". Not a pretty car, but built about the same time as the Plainsman, in case you are
looking for another project. Google “Dodge Granada” and it will pop up.

Attached is a shot of the Buick Landau | once owned. Nice car, but just not my

style.
Please keep in touch and let me know how the restoration progresses.
Brandt: As always, thanks for the help.

Bill

Bill Warner

Founder and Chairman

The Amelia Island Concours d'Elegance Foundation
3016 Mercury Road South

Jacksonville, Florida 32207

Ph: 904-636-0027

About The Amelia Island Concours d'Elegance

Winner of Octane Magazine’s 2013 International Historic Motoring Event of the year, the
Amelia Island Concours d'Elegance is among the top automotive events in the world. Always
held the second full weekend in March, "The Amelia" draws over 250 rare vehicles from
collections around the world to The Golf Club of Amelia Island and The Ritz-Carlfon, Amelia
Island, for a celebration of the automobile like no other. Since 19986, the show's foundation
has donated over $2.5 million to Community Hospice of Northeast Florida, Inc. and other
deserving charities on Florida's First Coast. The 20th annual Amelia Island Concours
d'Elegance is scheduled for March 13-15, 2015. For more information, visit
www.ameliaconcours.orq or call 904-636-0027.




CHIRYSLER

Historical Services

August 13, 2014

Mr. Pete Vicari
1900 Destreham Avenue
Harvey, LA 70058

Dear Mr. Vicari,
Enclosed you will find all of the information and photographs that we have in the archives
regarding the Plainsman. Ihope that the information is useful. Please let me know if you need

anything else.

Best regards,

Brandt Rosenbusch
Manager - Historical Services
Chrysler Group LLC

Historical Services - Chrysler Group LLC | 12501 Chrysler Freeway | Detroit, M1 | 48288
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Yesterday's Cars of The Future.

By: Leon Dixon

STony ABooT
Pu.Amsmma (s

(Published in SIA #57 June 1980) J. L. Hvpsen
Depastment STonn

Exclusive! Introduction to the 1980 article by Mr. Dixon himself, Fé‘a -2

GAS TURBINE CARS...
By Leon Dixon
Copyright © 1999, all rights reserved

When Mark Olson asked me to write this introduction, I was reminded of my initiation into the gas
turbine automotive technology. In my case, it all began long before the story I wrote on the subject.

As a youngster growing up in the Motor City, I had become fascinated with what we used to call
"dream cars"- cars of the future. We call them "concept cars" today. But in those days, some of these
were merely super swoopo styling exercises with wild fins or bubble tops. Others went a bit further
with real, working exotic engines and electronic gadgets no one could ever see on the street.

It was sometime in 1955 when I learned about Chrysler's experimentation with an incredible new
engine that sounded like a jet and burned almost any kind of fuel one could imagine. My cousin had
just gotten a brand new 1955 Plymouth (two-tone red & black) and we had been out for a ride on
Detroit's Woodward Avenue. Suddenly a similar-looking 'S5 Plymouth suddenly whooshed by
sounding like a jet aircraft. I shouted and pointed and begged my cousin to catch up to the other
strange-sounding Plymouth, but no one else in the car paid much attention to me or the other car (to
the adults in the car, I was just a kid in the back seat making noise). I later learned that the car I saw
was an experimental gas turbine Plymouth (in fact, promo photos of the car- one of which is in SIA-
were taken not far from where I saw it),

A short time later, I went on one of those outings where doting grandparents take their grandchildren.
But this time, it was by my request. My grandmother (a very elegant and sophisticated woman who at
least appreciated high style and fine automobiles) took me to J.L.Hudson's Department store (yes,
the same family that made the Hudson car) in downtown Detroit. It was a huge place, very classy in
those days, rumored once to have been the largest department store in the world- almost a city in its
own right. Floor after floor was chock full of everything from perfumes and nail polishes to elegant
clothing, from living room furniture to washing machines to toys and bicycles. For the most part, the
main store took up an entire downtown city block. It was indeed, another world.

One could literally spend an entire day inside the huge store and never set foot outside since
everything one could dream or ask for was all there in one magnificent place. But one of the most
amazing parts of all was the eleventh floor showroom/auditorium. Here, the department store would
hold gala productions, even small auto shows. In case you haven't already guessed, it was one of these
shows that I had been begging to see.
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The elevators in Hudson's had a wonderful aura about them. A white-gloved operator would usher
you in with a smile. The heavy metal outer doors slid shut and the operator would close a sliding pair
of brass-colored, cage-like doors. As the operator settled back on a collapsible circular wood seat, the
elevator would whoosh upward with a silky smoothness- all the time under the control of the smiling
operator.

When we reached the eleventh floor, the doors slide open we stepped off into a dream car heaven. The
illustrated ad in the newspaper promised several unusual cars would be on view. Among these were
an early Detroit-built horseless carriage, Chrysler's new Plainsman dream car glistening in Palomino
Beige lacquer (I also wrote a story about this car for SIA), and one of the two GM Firebird II gas
turbine cars! Sure enough, they were all there...and I walked around each car in wide-eyed wonder,
babbling things to my grandmother which I am sure made no sense to her. But she was happy because
I was happy.

The two experiences were ones I never forgot...in fact they led to a life-long fascination with the gas
turbine powerplants and the cars that would carry them.

A few years later, I was riding in our new '63 Chevy Impala with my Dad on the John Lodge
Expressway when a copper-colored dream on wheels whooshed by on our right and banked off on the
Highland Park Expressway exit. It was probably the very first Chrysler Ghia Turbine car on the road.
By now, I knew exactly what that sound was. My Dad was something of a car nut and he took note.
"What was that?"  "It's a gas turbine car, Dad" I said with confidence. My Dad had heard me babble
about turbines before, so he knew the story. I had not heard much about this exact car, but I already
knew it could only be Chrysler's new turbine. I promised myself right then and there...] WOULD be
driving one of these cars someday.

As it turned out, my family was not one of those selected to drive the Chrysler Ghia Turbine during
the survey program, but we did have neighbors who were luckier. I finally got my first chance behind
the wheel when one of these neighbors was doing demo cruises in the area. I was in heaven again.,

Fast forward to a few years later. I was now an automotive journalist and historian when I was asked
by Special Interest-Autos magazine to write a piece on the Chrysler Gas Turbine program history. It
was the first magazine history of the cars and it was the first to peel back the layers of the program
and expose even the hidden cars and stories. For instance, in those days, car historians and collectors
did not know the significance of the Jo-Han scale model and why it was painted white with blue
racing stripes. After all, everyone KNEW CGT cars were only painted Turbine Bronze...right? It was
also the first article to reveal the proposed "Turbine Charger" program, complete with pics. Other
articles and histories and second looks followed, but I am proud to say the SIA article remained a kind
of standard reference piece on the subject. To this day, most histories that have followed still make
the mistake of claiming only 50 CGT cars were built, when in fact this article reveals there were in
fact 55 cars actually built,

As it turns out, I not only got to drive the CGT car, but at least TWO CGT cars on different
occasions- and...another completely different car. After the SIA article appeared, Chrysler
Corporation was so appreciative that they invited me back to Highland Park headquarters and gave
me a full day to drive both an original CGT car and what was then the latest (and last) effort: a turbine
Aspen sedan done for DOT. An enlightening experience and one that makes me one of a handful of
people in the world to ever drive both of these cars. In addition, the engineers in George Huebner's
staff gave me a boxed 1/25th scale model of the CGT car which I still have as one of my most
cherished possessions,
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As for me, I went on to a career in the automotive industry, just as I had dreamed as a boy. I'm still a
MoPar nut, too, with a Dodge Challenger convertible and a Charger R/T 440-Six-Pack in my stable!

For the time being, it seems turbines may never materialize the way they were originally envisioned
for cars. However, they are not dead yet. We may yet see them someday in some fashion, perhaps as
turbine/generator component of a hybrid powered vehicle. Who knows? Some of the CGT cars
thankfully were saved. The GM Firebirds were also saved. J.L.Hudson's main store was not so lucky
and it is rumored to be undergoing the wrecking ball. Technology marches on... so does time.

I hope you enjoy reading the article. By the way, if you're a real turbine aficionado, you might want to
scour the used book stores for a hardbound goody entitled "Bill Carroll's Automotive Gas Turbines".
A fascinating book originally published in 1963 covering Ford, GM, Chrysler, Volvo, Rover and
other gas turbine cars. Enjoy.

Leon Dixon
Lead Engineer, Mazda Corporation

And now from the 1980 S.I.A. magazine -

Yesterday's Cars of The
Future.

By: Leon Dixon

[Thanks to Mr. Dixon and Special Interest Autos magazine (now Hemmings Classic Cars) for letting me put
this article here on the web.]

Click on images for larger view.

I CHRYSLER'S turbine program began with an orange-red 1954 Plymouth built in
: i the fall of 1953, The engine in this car was nothing less than a smash break-
'%q through. It incorporated a regenerator which took advantage of the hot exhaust
mae | oases much like a turbocharger or afterburner, resulting in reduced exhaust
temperature-a big problem up till that time-and dramatically reduced fuel
consumption compared to non-regenerative turbines. No other automaker had
anything like it. GM, Ford, FIAT and Rover all had turbines by this time, but none had regeneration
capability and thus drank fuel in unacceptable volume besides producing high exhaust heat. Chrysler
had taken a quantum leap in automotive turbine development, and from the moment George Huebner
started and drove that first Turbine Plymouth around the Highland Park engineering facility, there
would be no overtaking the leader.

The next big Chrysler turbine news came in March 1956 when a slightly Improved version of the '54
engine was installed in a '56 Plymouth and driven cross-country from New York to Los Angeles.
According to Chrysler's report on the event, an intake casting and faulty bearing In the car were
replaced, but the engine itself performed "without failures of any kind" while averaging about 13
miles per gallon. This test resulted in a second- generation turbine engine, which was installed in a
1959 Plymouth four-door hardtop. The car was dubbed "Turbine Special." as were its predecessors.
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The outside appearance of the Turbine Specials was like standard production models with the
exception of certain trim, hubcaps, special medallions and scripts. In December of 1958 this latest
turbine car was driven from Detroit to New York, and Chrysler engineers claimed a marked
improvement in fuel consumption. The second-generation turbine developed 200 horsepower- twice
that of the first generation engines-and hp ratings on gas turbines actually reflect greater torque and
power than similar number ratings of a piston engine.

During 1960-61 a third-generation Chrysler turbine engine was developed, and it
became clear that the automaker was ready to pull out the stops all the way up to
and including the production line. By early 1961 three vehicles were shown to the
public with new third- generation engines installed. These were another four-door
hardtop Plymouth (1960 model), an interesting 2 1/2-ton Dodge truck and the
radically styled (some say bizarre) Turboflite idea car.

Of the three, the Turboflite grabbed the lion's share of press exposure and was shown at the major
auto shows both In the United States and abroad. The Turboflite was a Motor Trend cover car for the
August 1961 Issue and got dandy reviews from MT writers. Its radical features included a sleek
wraparound windshield, which was incorporated into a transparent semi- bubble top with reverse slant
rear window. Reverse slant backlights, as they are called In the industry, were popular at the time on
'58-'60 Continentals and more so on later Mercurys. but were first seen on the Packard Balboa-X and
Predictor show cars. The entire canopy rose automatically by hydraulics as doors were opened. and
the interior was lit by a strangely pleasant greenish indirect lighting system a la early '70s
Challenger/Barracuda dash. The taillight system incorporated amber caution lights, which glowed
whenever the driver took his foot off the gas pedal. Front fenders left the wheels almost fully exposed,
and this unusual design Incorporated "landing gear type retractable headlights. The very unusual tires
on this car had two whitewalls-one on the sidewalls and one in the center of the tread!

Dodge Daytona and Plymouth Superbird (see SIA #45) fans will no doubt note the
similarity of the familiar wing which surely Inspired wing design on these cars.
However the Turboflite design went one better by incorporating an airbrake flap for
high-speed slowdowns. Unfortunately the Turboflite was never actually set up to
drive. It was what industry people sometimes call a "pushmobile" -a car whose

| main purpose is to test public reaction while on display-show cars are very seldom
driven even if they aren’t pushmobiles. When its successful show career ended, the
| Turboflite gave up its turbine engine and was fed into the shredder.

As in past practice, a 1962 production body - this time a Dodge - appeared on the
scene with modified trim and turbine motif. Dubbed the Turbo Dart, the car was
driven from New York city to Los Angeles In four days in December 1961.
Chrysler engineers claimed the turbine got consistently better mileage over a
conventional piston engine car, which accompanied the T.D. in all sorts of weather. One of the big
advances of the '62 Turbo Dart was its third generation turbine engine which incorporated a variable
nozzle mechanism (think of the adjustable propeller blades on a turbo-prop - airplane-the ideas are
similar in principle. The new engine-known to Chrysler folks as the CR2A - now had engine braking,
better acceleration and improved fuel economy thanks to the nozzles.

The Turbo Dart was joined by a Plymouth called the Turbo Fury, similarly enveloped in a production
body, and eventually the two were augmented by an additional Dodge and Plymouth. All four went on
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an extensive tour of the United States. The cars played to audiences in all the major cities, and some
lucky dealers were actually able to display one of the four on their showroom floors.

By this time there was no turning back on Chrysler's turbine development, and both industry and press
could see that it would simply be a matter of time before the turbine was actually rolling off an
assembly line. Chrysler had no intentions of disappointing anyone on this point, and in early 1962 the
company announced plans to build 50 to 75 turbine-powered cars, which would be loaned for brief
periods to "typical motorists" whose names were to be selected by an accounting firm.

For many enthusiasts the announcement came as a fulfillment. Uniquely styled EE
limited production turbines had been rumored for nearly ten years. Several m -
publications had dealt with the idea, but the October 1956 issue of Car Life had roes ol

some interesting renderings, which depicted proposed Chrysler turbine cars. One -gﬁ?:ﬁﬁ}"

car was a handsome bubble-topped two-place coupe with a '59 Continentalesque e j

rear end treatment. The design still looks exciting although a bit dated. Another car [ e——
(the Ventura) was a very radical mid-engine job which looked somewhat akin to Bucky Fuller's
Dymaxion cars (see SIA~#39) with the greenhouse moved forward to the nose. The mid-engine
concept played another act in a Ghia body, as we shall see later. It was no wonder that by late 1962
rumors had run the gamut from doubters who said, "they'll never make it" to claims that the car would
be sold outright with optional piston engines for $10,000 a pop!

During this time a fourth generation turbine engine was being readied for the mystery car, and George
J. Huebner. Jr. Chrysler's Executive Engineer of Research received an award for his efforts in the
American Society of Mechanical Engineers. His was the first ASME award ever bestowed on an
automotive engineer. As for the new engine, Huebner and crew did a remarkable job of redesigning
and shaved 40 pounds off total engine weight to boot. The new power plant now sported twin
regenerators and dual exhausts. Up to this point there had been some problems with delayed
accelerator response (similar, but slightly more noticeable than in turbocharger lag). but this condition
was brought under better control with the new design.

The engineering boys did a few more tricks in this first production turbine car. The power package
was cradled in a cushioned quick-change unit, which also incorporated the transmission and front
suspension. One pump served the engine. Transmission, power steering, etc. but no motor oil as such
was used since transmission fluid performed all necessary lubrication functions. One very interesting
point is that there was no torque converter in the three-speed gearbox. The function of the converter
was taken over by the rotating blades of the engine itself. Remember that the gas turbine was not
unlike one big torque converter in principle with hot compressed air (instead of fluid) turning the
second set of vanes.

The much-discussed Corporate Turbine Car was introduced at a press showing in New York on May
14.1963. Although the car was given several names by early rumors, Chrysler simply referred to it as
"The Chrysler Corporation Turbine Car"-period. We'll call it the Chrysler Ghia Turbine Car (CGT)
hereafter for simple clarity. The Ghia part comes from the fact that the body of this revolutionary car
was built in Italy by that firm. a practice not unusual for Chrysler (see SIA #30. #50. The turbine car
was not only reality. It was also in limited production (if not for sale), in the hands of the public and

on the streets in numerous locales and climates. It was a gutsy move.

-
5

In all, 203 selected drivers (20 of them women) got a chance to try their hand with a
Chrysler Ghia Turbine Car for periods of about three months each. Each agreed to
maintain the car's appearance and keep records for Chrysler. All service was to be
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performed by a special turbine service representative. At least two of the lucky
families to get temporary custody of the turbine cars lived near this writer, so |
simply asked for and got a dream ride in the dream car. The sensation, as I recall,
was one not unlike a feeling of powered coasting with none of the customary engine
vibrations. This all was enhanced by the jetlike sound of the exhaust. At the time it
was said that Chrysler purposely left the exhaust wail a little louder than necessary
to draw attention to the car, and auto show pamphlets alerted people to "...listen to it. The exciting
new sound of the Chrysler Corporation Turbine Car."

The car's color was called "Turbine Bronze," but it had more of a metallic coppery tone and the black
vinyl roof was the only major color contrast with the coppery color. Interior color was matched to the
paint with very comfy thin-shell bucket seats upholstered in coppery leather and separated by a
cylindrical turbine-motif console.

Three major gauge pods were clustered directly in front of the driver n no - nonsense fashion. These
included: turbine inlet temp/amps/oil, speedo/odo/fuel, tachometer/clock. The full-length floor
console housed the light switch, wiper switch, heater controls, rear defroster switch, emergency brake
lever and clever designed gearshift with modified quadrant (Park-start. Idle. Drive. Low. Reverse).
The CGT cars were equipped with the usual goodies like power windows, steering and brakes. Aside
from the gauges and trans quadrant, there was little clue of the unique power plant hiding under the
hood.

Bodies were certainly up to Ghia's standards with fit and finish superior to what one normally finds in
production multiples-there were Italian influences such as an interior release catch for the trunk with
no outside key access. Giovanni Savanutsi was Ghia's Chief Engineer and oversaw metalwork and
body assembly and, though Elwood Engel styled the Ghia Turbine, there seems to be a general
consensus among Chrysler people that perhaps Savanutsi may have had at least some influence on the
car.

Interestingly enough, a mid-engine concept surfaced in the original Ghia body program (remember
that during the CGT development Phil Hill and his beautiful mid-engine Ferrari sharknose racers were
burning up the Grand Prix circuits). One Ghia Turbine was planned as a two-place roadster (see SIA
#17) and would have been very similar to the car, which was actually built. The "Typhoon," as it
would have been called, was never built except as a full-sized mock-up, but nevertheless it would
have been a sensational car. One can only guess how it might have performed.

Speaking of performance, Chrysler has never been known as a carmaker content to
sit back and ignore the subject, and even as the first five Ghia bodies (see sidebatr. p.
21) were assembled, one was selected for use in Hollywood. The only car not
painted Turbine Bronze was white with a big #5 and blue racing stripes. It starred
along with James Darren, Pamela Tiffen and Doug McClure In an auto racing
movie entitled "The Lively Set." The movie is what some Hollywood folks call a
"semi- stinker," but few car enthusiasts would agree with that assessment. The
scene-stealer for us Is that white Ghia Turbine car, and there are enough action
scenes (including an actual loss of the hood at high speed) to make even Rex Reed
sit up and notice. The Ghia Chrysler Turbine heats the tires off a Ghia 6.4, and there are several shots
of Mickey Thompson driving a Chevy. It's well worth checking your late-night TV schedules to see
the Turbine In action (and yes, it actually did all those stunts and chases with real turbine power-no
faking here).
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The white Turbine race car was also built in a 1/25-scale promotional friction drive model along with
a standard bronze promotional. Both were made by Jo-Han Models, Inc., who also turned out an
amazing kit of the turbine. This kit was nearly as incredible as the real car, with such details as
folding seats, opening doors, hood, deck lid, steerable front wheels and more. Back at Chrysler,
production on the CGT car went along at a rate of one car - per week, and the 50th car was completed
in October 1964. Chrysler was all set to fry even bigger fish at this point.

Hundreds of stories came out of the project. George Huebner once made the statement that Chrysler
Turbines would run on anything which could flow through a pipe and burn with air. That statement
was put to the test - several times and passed on each occasion. Turbines ran on unleaded gasoline,
diesel, kerosene, JP-4, alcohol, Chanel ~5 and yes, Jimmy, peanut oil! However, one of the most
interesting fuels ever to run the turbine was also the center of an episode of equal interest. George
Huebner picks up the story: "The first car of the 50-car program was barely ready when it was -
pressed into service on a world tour by Chrysler International. The car reached Mexico, and I got a
call from one of the International people who said that the president of Mexico wanted to operate the
turbine on tequila! I said that I thought it would work fine, but just the same. I went to the purchasing
department the next morning and got two gallons of tequila. We drained the tank on engineering's car
and dumped the two gallons in. The car ran all over Highland Park with no trouble. Meanwhile the
president of Mexico ran the car there on tequila, but was later quite upset when reporters failed to
mention that #e was driving. The turbine and tequila stole the show, you might say."

suggested one direction: production. - Armed with data gathered in the 50-car
program. Chrysler engineers developed a fifth generation engine and set about -

planning for a new and larger program. Bill Brownlie of Chrysler Product - a
Development recalls just how close we came to actually being able to buy - '

The Chrysler turbines had reached a - point where the information available __i'

turbines: "Lynn Townsend called Elwood Engel, myself and others into a meeting
during the time of the 50-car program and we discussed actually offering a new
turbine car on a limited basis to what would have been virtually hand-picked
customers as a test of public acceptance. In that meeting it was decided to build a limited number of
special-bodied turbines-that body became the '66 Charger fastback."

Tom Golec, supervisor of car development recalls that low-volume tooling was ordered and
approximately 500 Turbine Chargers were planned for the initial run. Mr. Golec points out that - a
special no-slip clutch unit was developed for the '66 Turbine Charger, but was never used due to very
high cost. Supposedly two '66 Turbine Chargers with the special clutch were built, but they were
never shown to the - public. The Charger became a sporty Dodge with a conventional engine and
slightly different trim (the Turbine job had a grille opening much like the 1970 Challenger)...the
project was stillborn.

What killed the project? The mid- - sixties produced a variety of rumblings out of Washington.
Insurance - companies clamped down on supercars, safety laws were written and smog laws took
effect. Once the Clean Air Act - became reality. it specified control of NOX emissions and. according
to - George Huebner, it was not known at that time if the turbine would meet furure NOX
requirements. The first direct result was to shelve the '66 Turbine Charger. The government was now
in the car-making business and Chrysler was out of the turbine car business-at least on any mass scale.
Regulations on conventional engines took on very high priorities, and though a sixth-generation
engine was developed to meet NOX standards. Little was done with it-engineers were largely
occupied with the emissions problems of piston engines.
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Turbine work slowed as a result a sixth-generation engine did make it into a '66 Coronet but the
public never saw it. Finally, interest was sparked again in 1972 when Chrysler won an E.P.A. contract
and developed the present smaller and lighter seventh- generation engine.

What now stands between the turbine and production seems to be refinement and government
regulations. Chrysler people are currently working on ceramics and various improvements such as
electronic controls. As for regulations, who can say what is in store? One thing is certain, an engine
which operates efficiently on a multiplicity of fuels, is not a luxurious whimsy--it's nearly a necessity,
especially in light of present developments in the Middle East

Our thanks to George J. Huebner Jr., Ann Arbor, Mich.; Bill Brownlie, Diane Davis, Torn Golec,
Tom Jakobowski, and Chuck Wagner of Chrysler Corp.. Detroit, Mich.: Richard Langworth.
Coontoocook, NH: and Sam Shields. Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio.

SIA magazine stopped publication a few years ago, classic/special interst cars collectors, please
visit the Hemmings Motor News on line store.

Last updated 9/5/2006

Return to Special Interest Cars main page or use the Back Button.
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left tallilipght lens. When the lens is pushed In, the Ciller eop aubo-

matleally openz. Pushlng the lens slipghtly further relesses the lens and

1t returns to Lts normud position, simultuneously elosing the filler cap,

Another gutstanding feature of this advanced vehlele is the location and
operation of the third sent. The tallgoate wlndow and tailgete nre both
Lowered electrieslly, metunted by owitches located nt the Instrument
panel . and In the rear compartment. Another button ceuses the reurward
Taolpy thivd seat to unf'old from ite completely coneenled positlon in

the floor. Hotry to this seat ic by way of the tailgate, wmade convenlent
by steops which nutomatlenlly project from the bumper after the bLollpute
le lowerad, wnd by o neatly designed grab handle forming the trailing

edge off the roof.

The interior of the Plainemen harmonizes perfectly with the Western theme
ombodied by the exterlor of the car. Plested natural enlf skin uphol-

stery Io used on the seats, the door panels, and the rear wheel housingu.

Haturnl cowhide trim, luxurfous tan carpeting, and the novel cowhide nnd
fabric hendlining complete the interlor appolntments. HRebractable arm
rests, bullt Into the seat backs, are another of the luxury features of
the Plulnsman, For extra comfort, front seal backs are Indlyidunlly ad-
Jusisble to tilt through an angle of sbout fifteen degrees. 5liding

inslde door handles arc inother of the many deslen innovations found on




Irom front to rewar, top to bottom, the Misinsman embraces Lhe true coneept
of the "Ides Cars"--the stylist's laboratory on wheels. Its graceful and
eye-appealling proportions mre enhunced by a cantilever type all-steel roof
covered with a white synthetic fubric that gives the cur o light, airy
uppeurunce. The low, sleek appenrance is achieved by an unusunl stepped-
roof deslgn that allows the use ol' 4 lower section over the front seat cuom-
partment. A fresh air intuke is provided in this step; on the inside, lou-
vers can be convenlently regulsted by the passenpgers so thnt alr 1s eircu-

lnted freely but never directly on the pussengers themselves,

Aecenting the rond hugging appearance of the Pluinsman is o bomb-like pro-
Jeetlon whiech flows from the massive ront bumper puards nlong the full
lengbh of the lower body mnd gives the feeling of miss concentrated close

to the ground., On both sides of the cur, hinged portions of this projection
1irt to provide access to the rear wheels., On the rlght side, behind the
renr wheel 1s u completely new logatlon for the spare tire. Ho lifting of
the ppare tire s required becnuse of n built-in jJack which ruises nnd
lowers it quickly and easlly. By utilizing this ordinurily wnsted spuce,

1t is ypossible to lncorporate the flush folding third seat.

An cxecptlonally wide door provides extra eptronce spsce for the convenlence

of rear geat pussengers.

Highlighting the front-end of the Plainsman le n simple, functionnl di-
vided prille flanked by large round bumper guards with integrnl parking
llghts, Added air flow snd englne cocling is accompl lshed by the use of
t slot in the underside of the front bumper, 'The hooded headllphts wre
Croamed by the curved reverse anngle of the fender ond set wgainst s bucks
ground of thin horizontal chrome bars. As the fender and belt line flows
back toward the taillight, it flales up slightly just behind the door,
ereating a fin-like rewr fender--u further expresslon of Chrysler Corpo-

ration’s well known Flight Sweep theme,

At the rear the Plaineman displays several completely new design Innova-

tione, One of these is the concenled gos Tiller tube loewbed behing the




