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After qualifying fourth for the 1948 Indy 500, Jimmy Jackson 
shows off the pristine Dayton Wire Wheels on his Howard Keck- 
entered Deidt-Offy. Dayton’s wheels first ran at Indy in 1916.  

WIRED FOR THE BRICKYARD

long with the 100th running of the 
Indianapolis 500, 2016 is also the 100th 
anniversary of Dayton Wire Wheels. 

As the name implies, the Dayton, 
Ohio-based company manufactures wire 
wheels, and in 1916 many of the cars 
making their way from Gasoline Alley to 
the start line for the “500” rolled on their 
creations. In subsequent years, not only 
were Indy cars riding on Dayton Wire 
Wheels, so too were the Wright Brothers 
and Charles Lindbergh, as well as cars 
from the likes of Duesenberg and Packard. 

But despite flying high in its early days, 
Dayton Wire Wheels was facing closure in 
1970, when Jim Schardt stepped in.

“I raced SCCA in the late Sixties, and if 
you ran a foreign car, wheels were hard to 
find,” says Schardt. “So I began importing 
some of the better brands as well as built 
and repaired wire wheels myself. When 
Dayton Wire Wheels ran into trouble, I took it 
over with two employees and lots of debt.”

Leap ahead to 1994. Dayton Wire 
Wheels had long since lost their relevance 
in contemporary motorsport, but Shardt’s 
sons Dave and Steve were both avid 
amateur racers who, like their father had 
three decades prior, saw an opportunity. 
There was a growing demand for custom 
offset racing wheels, and at that time they 
were both difficult and pricey to come by.

With Jim’s help, Steve and Dave 
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established Forgeline Wheels. American-
made, two-piece wheels with custom offsets 
were now available to domestic racers of 
any level at a reasonable cost. Very soon, 
the bulk of the Pirelli World Challenge field 
was riding on Forgeline wheels, as were 
many entries in other sports car series.

By the mid-2000s, two-piece technology 
gave way to three-piece wheels and, again, 
Forgeline led the way on the American 
racing scene. At the same time, Jim Schardt 
sold Dayton Wire Wheels, while Steve and 
Dave segued from their “day jobs” to fully 
dedicate themselves to a growing Forgeline.

“Car and tire technology were rapidly 
developing, so simply having a wheel be 
lightweight wasn’t enough,” says Dave 
Schardt, who oversees all operations for 
the company. “Aerodynamics and tire grip 
began making large demands on wheel 
performance. Around 2013, we tested a 
Porsche 911 GTD car. Our wheel was a 
one-piece, and much lighter than the 
factory wheel, but the test drivers were 
saying it didn’t feel right,

“Stiffness became a bigger issue than 
weight. We remade the wheels, adding 
some weight – still well below the factory 
wheel – but with significantly less 
deflection under load. The car immediately 
went over a second per lap faster.”

One-piece wheels are now the de facto 
standard, and the technology keeps 

From the outset, Forgeline’s success has been based on  
leading, not following. That’s why its lightweight, forged 
aluminum wheels are the choice of so many top racers.   
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FORGELINE WHEELS

Forgeline Motorsports is a 
family-owned maker of 
made-to-order, lightweight 
forged aluminum street and 
competition wheels.

From design and engineering 
to machining and testing,  
every Forgeline wheel is 
manufactured in Dayton, Ohio. 

The base metal is heat-
treated 6061-T6 aluminum, 
forged on a 6,000-ton hydraulic 
press in California, keeping it a 
100 percent American-made 
product. Maintaining all the 
production under one roof 
allows Forgeline to create 
one-off custom wheels for both 
road and competition use.

The latest competition wheel 
is the GE1R (BELOW) made 
specifically for all center-lock 
racecar applications, as well 
as older Porsche center-lock 
applications. Sizes range from 
18in. x 9in. up to 21in. x 12in. 
with custom offsets.

Learn more at forgeline.com

ALL-AMERICAN AND 
CUSTOMER DRIVEN 

evolving and pushing ahead.
“We’ve done some work with carbon 

fiber wheels, but the problem is that the 
whole wheel has to be molded for every 
offset,” says Dave. “We’re in the process 
of working with another advanced 
material that, unlike carbon fiber, allows 
us to machine the centers for a much 
more practical alternative.”

Today, motorsport remains the soul, 
and key, to Forgeline’s business. Noting 
that what their street car customers desire 
is driven by what they develop for the race 
track, Dave Schardt states an unequivocal 
commitment to racing. Currently, Forgeline 
products own a large slice of the 
Continental Tire SportsCar Challenge GS 
and World Challenge GTS fields. But, as 

A
da

m
 G

o
tt

ro
n

B
ri

an
 C

le
ar

y/
LA

T

A
da

m
 G

o
tt

ro
n

(ABOVE) Centering 
Forgeline production 
in Dayton, Ohio, 
makes for a flexible, 
customer-oriented 
process. (LEFT) PWC  
GT squad RealTime 
Racing is a long-time 
Forgeline user.    

top-tier sports car racing takes on FIA 
GT3 and GT4 regulations, Forgeline has 
targeted increasing its original equipment 
footprint in order to be homologated  
for those categories. As a business 
imperative, it’s a top priority, and one that 
excites this cutting-edge company.
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